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SYNOPSIS

Daniel se po 4 letech prace v Londyné& vraci do rodného Ceska. S potéSenim
zjiStuje, ze Praha se stala vyrazné kosmopolitn€jSim méstem, ale zarazi homnozstvi
rusky mluvicich migrantu. Jejich poCet béhem jeho absence vzrostl v Praze o desitky
tisic. Se svou necekanou fobii zrusky mluvicich lidise utkava ve stejném roce, kdy si
Cesi a Slovaci pripominaji 50 let od invaze sovétskych tankd a upevnéni politického
diktatu Moskvy. Jeho nenavist je navic velmi podobna té, kterou zazival v Britanii v
atmosfére Brexitu. Ve svém dokumentu bojuje se svymi uzkostmi pomoci rozhovoru
s ruskymi sousedy a odhaluje hluboké kofeny rozporuplnych vztahl mezi Rusy a
Cechy, ktefi se s novou vinou pfist&hovalct sZivaji s ne pfili§ velkym nad$enim.

Vysilal Cesky rozhlas, Radio Wave v zafi 2018

Daniel comes back to his homeland, the Czech Republic, after 4 years working in
London. Delighted to see that Prague has become a considerably more cosmopolitan
city but taken aback at the amount of Russian-speaking migrants. In the years of his
absence, Prague has seen their number rise by tens of thousands. He deals with an
unexpected phobia of Russian-speaking community in the very same year which
marks 50 years from the invasion of Soviet tanks to Czechoslovakia that
strengthened Moscow’s political dictate over the country. Moreover, his hatred gets
nearly as intense as the sentiments he experienced in the Brexit atmosphere in the
UK. In his documentary, he fights his anxiety by having conversations with his
Russian neighbours, he tries to get down at the roots of a troubled relationship
between Russians and Czechs, who are getting used to a new wave of immigrants
with only mild enthusiasm, to say the least.

Broadcasted on Czech Radio, station Radio Wave in September 2018
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TRANSKRIPCE DOKUMENTU:

Komentai: Tenhle dokument vznikl diky mému nenavistnému statusu na Facebooku. NeZ vam ho
prectu, musim vysvétlit, jak to celé zacalo.

[atmosféra Prahy — zvony kostela]

Komenta¥: Narodil jsem se v Praze jesté béhem studené valky. Vyrustal jsem ve spolecnosti, ktera
byla narodnostné dost jednotvarna.

[smich kolemjdoucich]

Komentai:Cechy a Slovaky obéas prostiidalo par cizinc(, ale nikdy v tak velkém mnoZstvi jako po
vstupu do Evropské Unie. Pfed jedenacti lety, kdyzZ se zrusily hranice, jsem zacal ve své Ctvrti potkdvat
¢im dal vic cizinc(, pro které se Praha stala novym domovem.

[utrzek rozhovoru kolemjdoucich]

Komentai:Pred péti lety jsem se rozhodl, Ze i ja presunu své misto bydliSté a zkusim najit praci
v zahranici. Odstéhoval jsem se do Londyna.

[zvony kostela ustanou]
[atmosféra Londyna — zvony Big Benu]

Komentai:Ctyfi roky jsem Zil ve spole¢nosti plné riznych narodnosti a kultur, a se Zadnou jsem nikdy
nemél problém. Rasisté a xenofobové mi byli k smichu. Povazoval jsem se za kosmopolitniho a
tolerantniho ¢lovéka, dokud jsem se ovSem nepfestéhoval zpatky do Prahy.

[atmosféra Londyna ustane]
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DOCUMENTARY TRANSCRIPT:

Commentary: This documentary resulted from my hate status on Facebook. Before reading it to you,
| must explain how it all started.

[FX Prague, church bells]

Commentary: | was born in Prague in the Cold War era. | grew up in a society which was quite
homogenous, in terms of nationalities.

[FX passers-by laughing]

Commentary: Apart from Czechs and Slovaks, you’d meet a few strangers, but never to a degree
seen after the accession to the EU. Eleven years ago, when the borders were basically abolished, |
saw more and more strangers in my neighbourhood who chose Prague for their new home.

[FX conversations of passers-by]

Commentary: Five years ago | decided to change my residence and seek a job abroad. | moved to
London.

[FX church bells stop ringing]
[FX London — Big Ben bells]

Commentary: For four years | lived in a multiethnic, multicultural society and never had a problem
with any part of it. | thought racists and xenophobes were ridiculous. | took myself for a
cosmopolitan and tolerant individual until, that is, | moved back to Prague.

[FX London atmosphere stops]
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Komentai:Vratit se po Ctyfech letech z nejvétsi zapadoevropské metropole dom( pUsobi jako by se
¢lovék vracel do rodné vesnice. Mél jsem dobry pocit, neZ jsem zjistil, Ze na ulici vedle rliznych
evropskych jazykl slycham ¢im dal ¢astéji i rustinu.

[rustina z Ust kolemjdoucich]

Komentai:Zvysujici se vyskyt rustiny mé zacal iritovat, protoZe se nejednalo jen o turisty. Rusky
najednou mluvili i pejskati nebo rodice s détmi na hristi. S rustinou se také ¢asto pojilo povysené
chovani, oslovovani Cechd v rusting, a absence zakladnich zdvofilostnich frazi nebo navykd. ,Prosim
vas, prominte, dékuji a nashledanou” jako by nékteti Rusové prosté nepouzivali.

[sprosta rustina z Ust kolemjdoucich]

Komentai:Poprvé v Zivoté jsem zacal mit zdchvaty xenofobie. A v té dobé jsem ve vzteku napsal na
Facebook status ve kterém jsem to vSechno ventiloval.

[psani na klavesnici]

Status:Od té doby, co jsem se vratil do Prahy, nestacim se divit...

...kdykoli vyjdu na ulici, slySim rustinu...

...na zvoncich skoro kazdého domu na Vinohradech je néjaky Jus¢enko, Bursakov nebo Andrejeva...
...moji rusti sousedé neodpovidaji na pozdrav a chovaji se povysené...

...jedna Ruska, které jsem se pred ¢asem zeptal na to, co se ji nejvic libi z ceské kultury, odvétila: , Nic

K

moc. Bez nds byste stejné Zadnou kulturu neméli
...na zékladé &eho ziskavaji v Cesku povoleni k pobytu?

...jak je mozné, zZe zatimco k muslimam, ktefi v téhle zemi prakticky neziji, se vyjadfuje kde kdo,
témér nikdo se nevyjadfuje k témhle rusakim?

...utikaji pred Putinovym reZzimem, nebo jsou jeho soucasti?
...neni na case se o nich zacit bavit néjak vic?

[ping — zvuk odeslani statusu]

[chlize po schodech]

Komenta#:Status mél u mych pratel necekany ohlas. A ja jsem pochopil, Ze se svou rusofobii viibec
nejsem sam.

[ding-dong]
Hlaseni metra: Ukoncete vystup a nastup, dvere se zaviraji.

[zaviraji se dvefe, odjezd]
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Commentary: Coming back home from the biggest Western European city after four years feels like
returning to your home village. | felt good until | noticed that Russian was becoming ever more
prominent among other European languages spoken on the street.

[FX Russian language spoken by passers-by]

Commentary: The growing presence of Russian irritated me as it was no longer limited to tourists.
Suddenly dog owners or parents with kids in the playground spoke Russian, too. Russian was often
accompanied by haughty behaviour, addressing Czechs in Russian without basic polite phrases or
habits. Some Russians seemed not to use “please, excuse me, thank you and good-bye“ whatsoever.

[FX dirty Russian spoken by passers-by]

Commentary: For the first time in my life, | started having fits of xenophobia. At that time, in a burst
of anger | posted a status on Facebook to give vent to all of it.

[FX keyboard typing]
Status: Since | came back to Prague | can’t help but wonder...
...whenever | go out on the street | hear Russian...

...the doorbell panel in every house in Vinohrady neighbourhood lists a Yushchenko, Bursakov or
Andreyeva...

...my Russian neighbours don’t answer when | say hello to them and behave arrogantly...

...one Russian woman whom | recently asked what she liked about our Czech culture the most
answered: “Little or nothing. You’d hardly have any culture at all were it not for us!“

...on what basis are they granted their residency permits in the Czech Republic?

...how come nearly everybody comments on Muslims who basically don’t live here at all but no one
ever mentions these Russkis?

...are they fleeing Putin’s regime or are they part of it?
..isn’t it high time to start talking about them more?
[FX ping — the status being posted]

[FX walking on stairs]

Commentary: The status triggered unexpected reactions from my friends. | found out | was not the
only one to suffer from Russophobia.

[FX ding-dong]
Underground announcement: Please finish exiting and boarding the train, doors are closing.

[FX doors close, train departs]
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Komentai:Jedno z mych zastaveni bylo pred ruskou ambasadou na jedné z mnoha demonstraci proti
Putinovu rezimu.

[hlas z reproduktoru]

Organizator demonstrace: Hanba Rusku! Hanba vedeni Ruska! Pteji straSné moc dobrému lidu
ruskému aby se zbavil Putina, aby bylo lip i v Rusku.

[potlesk davu]
Daniel: Co s vami dél3, kdyz dnes slysite na ulicich rustinu?

Demonstrantka 1: J4 mam UGplIné pupinky. J4 jsem ze Zizkova. Vlastné ten Zizkov pat¥i Rustim. Je to
hrozny.

Demonstrantka 2: 13 se snaZim je nestrkat do jednoho pytle. UzZ i z toho pohledu, Ze jsem kfestan, tak
to by nebylo dobré. Ale nefikdm, Ze mi je dobre po téle, kdyz slySim rustinu. To Fict nemUzu.

Demonstrant 3: V metru poznas Rusku. Zlaty koZich, cumi z toho hromada zvifat, uplné se mi z toho
jezi srst, kdyz to vidim. Ale pak znam spoustu rusak, ktefi jsou v pohodé. Ale ta averze tam nékde
zakorenéna je. Zkrz rodice, skrz ten rezim co byl a tak.

Demonstrantka 4: Mné vadi ten rusky imperialismus, ruska arogance a rozpinavost. Ale v podstaté
bych proti konkrétnim jedincim nic neméla, kdybych je poznala bliz.

Daniel: A kdyZ dnes jdete Prahou...

Demonstrantka 4: ...a slySim rustinu, tak se mi zveda tlak. SnaZim se s tim bojovat, snazim se to
potlacovat, ale ano, zveda se mi tlak a hazim na né nékdy i nehezké pohledy.

[zvonek u dvefi]

Psycholozka [v domofonu]: Ano, dobry den?
Daniel: Dan Kupsovsky
Psycholozka:Poradné zatlacte a jdéte dold...

Komentaf: Abych se zbavil svych tzkosti, které ve mé Rusové vyvoldvaji, objednal jsem se na terapie
k psycholoZce Barbofe Downes.

[bzucak dveri]
Daniel: Tak. [vydechne]

Psycholozka: Tak ja jsem premyslela, Ze vdm shrnu, co jsem slySela po telefonu. Jednak jste zjistil, Ze
mate, co jste nazval, fobii z Rusu. A ja jsem z vas méla pocit, Ze ta ¢ast, ktera je vdm na tom hodné
neprijemna, je jedna to, Ze to nesedi s tim, jak vidite sdm sebe, a druha véc, Ze jste zjistil, Ze v tom
nejste sdm a snazite se porozumét tomu, co ve vas tyhle pocity vyvolava, proc je to takhle.
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Commentary: | also stopped by the Russian embassy at one of many protest rallies against Putin’s
regime.

[FX voice from loudspeakers]

Protest organiser: Shame on Russia! Shame on Russia’s leaders! | wish so much the good people of
Russia would manage to get rid of Putin and live to see better times in Russia, too.

[FX crowd applaud]
Daniel: How does it make you feel when you hear Russian language on the streets nowadays?

Protester 1: It gives me chills. I'm from Zizkov [Prague’s quarter]. It’s actually owned by Russians. It’s
terrible.

Protester 2: | try not to tar them with the same brush. Being a Christian, | should not. But | can’t say
it feels good to hear Russian. Indeed | can’t say so.

Protester 3: You can identify a Russian woman on an underground train. A golden fur coat with loads
of animals gaping out of it, it makes my hairs bristle. But | know a lot of Russkis who are alright. The
aversion is deep-seated, though. Perhaps through my parents, due to the former regime and so on.

Protester 4: | am annoyed by Russian imperialism, arrogance and expansionism. All in all, though, |
wouldn’t have anything against particular individuals if | got to know them better.

Daniel: And today when you walk through Prague...

Protester 4: ...and | hear Russian, it raises my blood pressure. | try to fight it, curb it, but yes, it does
raise my pressure and | happen to cast them nasty looks, sometimes.

[FX doorbell]

Psychologist [in the intercom]: Yes, hello?

Daniel: Dan Kupsovsky

Psychologist: Give it a strong push and go downstairs...

Commentary: ...To relieve my anxiety caused by Russians | made an appointment with the
psychologist Barbora Downes.

[FX door buzzer]
Daniel: Well. [breathes out]

Psychologist: Well, | was thinking I'd start with summing up what | heard from you on the phone.
Firstly, you realized to have, as you call it, a phobia of Russians. | felt that, for you, the really
uncomfortable part is the fact it doesn’t fit your idea of yourself. And secondly, you realized you are
not alone and you are trying to understand what triggers these sentiments in you, why it is so.
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Daniel: Racionalné si dokazu vysvétlit, Ze jsem ovlivnény vychovou svych rodic a lidi, se kterymi
jsem vyrUstal. Ale u téch rus(, jesté v souvislosti s tou politickou situaci, ja nevim co tu délaji a jak je
mozné, ze jich tu je tolik. Na zakladé ¢eho dostavaji povoleni k pobytu? J4 mam pocit, Ze se mi za
zady, Ze se ndm vSem za zady odehrava néco, o ¢em vibec nic nevime a mam z toho strach.

[psani na klavesnici]

Komentai: Diky mému inkriminovanému statusu se mi zacali ozyvat kamardadi, aby mé seznamili se

vvvvvv

Daniel: Halé?
Komentaf: Prvnim byl Honza.
Honza: Honza, dobry den. Tak ja jsem tady.

Komenta#: Napul Rus. Ten mi mél zprostfedkovat pohled na to, co mize zplsobit rusofobie lidem,
proti kterym je namirena.

Daniel:V jaké formé jsi zazival rusofobii, kdyz jsi vyristal?

Honza: Zacalo to Uplné poprvé kdyz jsem byl ve Skolce. MUj déda v té dobé pracoval na [jaderné
elektrarné] v Temelingé, stavél mostové jerdby na zadvoz paliva. Vydélal hodné penéz. A kdyzZ jsem
jednou pfrisel ze skolky domd, tak fikam: , hele, pry je to tak, Ze tata jeje rusky mafian“. To bylo kdyz
mi byly ctyfri roky. T¥i, Ctyfi, tak néjak. To bylo poprvé. No a bylo to fakt celych téch dévét let. Pofad
néjaka Sikana, dost tvrdé ponizovani, a viechno na zakladé toho, Ze jsem cizi. A ted, v dospélém
Zivoté, nejcastéji zazivam rusofobii pfi hledani bytu.

Daniel: Kvili jménu?

Honza: Ano. Ze feknu pFijmeni a oni mé& odmitaji rovnou. | kdyZ mam éeskou ob¢anku, rodné &islo a
mam to celych 28 let.

Komenta¥:Artom, 31 let, narozen v Krasnojarsku

Daniel: Kdy ses poprvé setkal s tim, Ze by ti néjaky Cech tekl, 7e nema rad Rusy? Nebo Ze byste se
tfeba méli omluvit za okupaci.

Artom: Rovnou mi to nikdo nerekl.

Daniel: Ja jsem prvni?

Artom: Ano, ale ja jsem to hodné slysel kolem, Ze Cesi...
Daniel: Od RusU?

Artom: Ne, od Cechd.
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Daniel: Rationally, | can see I've been affected by my parents’ upbringing and by people | grew up
around. But as to the Russians, in the context of the current political situation, at that, | wonder what
they’re doing here and how come there are so many of them. On what basis are they granted
residency permits? | feel like, behind my back, behind the back of all of us, something’s going on and
we know nothing about it and | am scared.

[FX keyboard typing]

Commentary: My status prompted my friends to introduce me to their friends. That is, to Russians
who live in Prague.

Daniel: Hello?
Commentary: Honza was the first one.
Honza: Honza, hello. I'm here.

Commentary: A half-Russian. He should have given me an idea of what Russophobia can do to
people who are actually the target of it.

Daniel: Which form of Russophobia did you experience when you were growing up?

Honza: It started as early as in the kindergarten. My grandpa was working at the nuclear power plant
in Temelin, constructing overhead cranes for fuel delivery. He made a lot of money. Once | came
home from the kindergarten and said: “So, they say my father is a Russian mafioso®. | was four years
old or so. Three or four. My very first time. Then it went on for all those years. Always some sort of
bullying, harsh humiliation, just because | was a stranger. As an adult, | frequently face Russophobia
when | am looking for a flat.

Daniel: Because of your name?

Honza: Yes. | tell them my surname and they turn me down straight off. Although I've had a Czech
identity card and a personal identification number for 28 years.

Commentary: Artyom, 31 years, born in Krasnoyarsk

Daniel: When did you first happen to meet a Czech who'd tell you they dislike Russians? Or that you
should apologize for the occupation.

Artyom: No one has ever told me point blank.

Daniel: Was | the first one?

Artyom: You were, but | heard it around that the Czechs...
Daniel: Fellow Russians told you?

Artyom: No, the Czechs.
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Daniel: Ale nerekli ti to pfimo.
Artom: Ne.
Daniel: Rekli ti, Ze se to Fika.

Artom: Ano. Ze Ce$i nemaji radi Rusy a tak. Ale nikdy jsem se nesetkal s néjakou diskriminaci protoze
jsem Rus.

Daniel: Setkal ses nékdy u Cech@ s rusofobii?
Komentaf: Alexej, 27 let, narozen v Moskvé.

Alexej: Jo, jo. Hodné jsem slysel véci jako: ,, Rusaku, jdi zpatky do své zemé“ a dalsi neptijemné véci.
Ale nebyl jsem nastvany a nebyl jsem proto zly. Ja vim, Ze tu rusofobii, kterou maji, je kvali tomu jaké
my tady mdme chovani.

Elena: Zejména ti turisté. Protoze pro Rusko je do dneska Cesko...
Komentaf: Elena, 37 let, narozena v Sachalinu.

Elena: Cesko zUstava z celé Evropy nejpfijateln&jsi a asi nejlevnéjsi destinaci. Co? j4, jako pravodkyné,
zazivdm. Spousta rusky mluvicich, nebo Rusu, co pfijdou, tak to je jejich prvni zahranici, které viibec
navstivili.

Daniel: Proto se nékdy chovaji neomalené?

Elena: No, protoZe... to je asi mozna trochu i mentalitou. [smich] Ja zase nechci znit jako
Petrohradska snobka [smich] ale je fakt obrovsky rozdil jestli je nékdo z mésta nebo z regionl. Ale na
druhou stranu, mozna je tam néjaky kulturni rozdil, mozna se zd3, Ze se ¢lovék chova agresivné, ale
jsou tu Spatni lidé a hodni lidé.

Honza: Generace téch novych Rus, co jsou tady, ktefi jsou v mém véku, nebo trochu starsi a trochu
mladsi, tak ti uZ jsou tim v§im zmasirovani.

Komenta¥: Honza.

Honza: A bavi se fakt jenom spolu, Cesky uméji po tfech, ¢tyiech letech dost bidné a kdy? délaji néco
s Cechy, né&jaky byznys, tak jsou k nim rovnou pohrdavi.

Daniel: Ted mluvis o lidech, ktefi tu studuji, ktefi tu Ziji, ktefi utekli... o kom?

Honza: Oni vlastné podivné utekli od Putina, ale zaroven v nich zUstal ten narativ a koukaji na to tady
téma putinovskyma oc¢ima. Mné tfeba tohle na téch mladych lidech hodné Stve, protoze jak maji
néjaké prachy a velkopanské navyky, tak ani ja se s nimi necitim dobre. A to bych si s nimi mél mit o
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Daniel: But they didn’t tell you directly.
Artyom: No.
Daniel: They told you it was what people say.

Artyom: Exactly. That the Czechs dislike Russians and so. But | have never been discriminated on
grounds of my Russian origin.

Daniel: Have you ever experienced Russophobia from the Czechs?
Commentary: Alexei, 27 years, born in Moscow.

Alexei: Yes, | have. I've heard things like: “Russki, go back to your country” and other offensive
things. But it didn’t make me mad or aggressive. | know people have Russophobia because of how we
behave here.

Elena: Especially tourists. Because for Russia, the Czech Republic is still...
Commentary: Elena, 37 years, born in Sakhalin.

Elena: The Czech Republic has remained the most acceptable and perhaps the cheapest destination
in Europe. Being a guide, | can tell. A lot of Russian speaking or Russian tourists who come to visit are
making their first trip abroad ever.

Daniel: Is it why they are being rude sometimes?

Elena: Well, that’s because... it might be about the mentality [laughter]. | don’t want to sound like a
Petersburg snob [laughter] but there’s a huge difference between cities and regions. On the other
hand, it might be a matter of cultural diversity. People could seem aggressive but there are bad
people and good people.

Honza: The generation of new Russians who live here, my peers or slightly older or younger, they are
brainwashed by all of that.

Commentary: Honza.

Honza: They would talk only among them. Their Czech is miserable even after three, four years and
when they happen to do business with Czechs they treat them downright haughtily.

[FX male voices, music club]
Daniel: Are you talking about people who study here, who live here, who fled...about whom?

Honza: Strangely enough, they fled Putin but at the same time they have kept the narrative, they see
things through Putin’s eyes, as it were. Personally, that’s what annoys me most about these young
people because when they have money and show haughty manners | don’t feel well around them.
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¢em pokecat nejvic. Hudba, mdda, cokoliv. A je to takové... oni na mé taky koukaji, Ze jsem jen napll,
ale zaroven mi hrozné zavidéji, protoZze mam obcanstuvi.

Daniel: Pro€ chtéji ob¢anstvi?

Honza: Protoze... u klukd je ten ddvod, aby nemuseli na vojnu, a u holek je to oteviena cesta do
Evropy.

Komentaf#: V nasi ulici je soukromy herni klub. Chodi do néj vyhradné rusky mluvici mladi muzi. Kdyz
jsem s nimi chtél kdysi prohodit par vét, neuméli ¢esky ani anglicky. A nebyli Uplné pfijemni. Zajimalo
mé co se v klubu dé&je a pro¢ do né&j nechodi Cesi. V ramci nataéeni jsem se tam vydal s Elenou. Abych
se s Rusy byl pfipadné schopen domluvit.

Daniel: Ted jsme v moji ulici...

Elena: Mhm.

Daniel: ...a uZz na mé jde zase [dychd zhluboka]
Elena: [smich]

Daniel: ...uzkost. Mam kratky dech. No a tady...
Elena: Cely jsi zCervenal.

Daniel: ...tady je pravé ten klub, kam chodi ti rusky mluvici kluci. VZdycky tam zazvoni a jdou dovnitf,
aja..

Elena: [tajuplné] Co tam délaji?

Daniel: Pravé! Co tam délaji? Urcité tam délaji néjakou revoluci.

Elena: [smich]

Daniel: A zrovna to neni na zazvonéni. Zrovna tu jsou oteviené dvere. Jmenuje se to...
Elena:Backspace.

Daniel:Gaming club.

Elena: No, ja nevim...

[zvuk interiéru klubu, muZské hlasy]

Daniel: Pocke;...

Elena: E-e. E-e.
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And we should have a lot of things in common to talk about. Music, fashion, anything. And it’s
like...they look down at me ‘cause | am only half theirs but they are green with envy for my
citizenship.

Daniel: Why do they long to have our citizenship?

Honza: Because... lads can avoid military service, and as for girls, it opens their passage further to
Europe.

Commentary: There’s a private gaming club in our street. Exclusively for young Russian clientele.
When | wanted to chat with the regulars they could speak neither Czech nor English. And they were
far from nice to me. | wondered what was going on in the club and why no Czechs dare to set foot
inside. When working on this documentary, | headed there with Elena. To be able to make myself
understood.

Daniel: We're now in my street...

Elena: Mm.

Daniel: ...and it seizes me again [takes deep breaths]
Elena: [laughter]

Daniel: ...the anxiety. | am short of breath. Well and here...
Elena: You've gone all red.

Daniel: ...here’s the club where the Russian speaking lads hang out at. They ring the bell and go
inside and I...

Elena: [mysteriously] What are they up to in there?

Daniel: Exactly! What are they up to? They must be planning some revolution inside.
Elena: [laughter]

Daniel: As it turns out you needn’t ring today. The door’s just open. It’s called...
Elena: Backspace.

Daniel: A gaming club.

Elena: Well, | don’t know...

[FX inside of the club, male voices]

Daniel: Hang on...

Elena: E-e. E-e.

Prix Bohemia Radio | Vinohradskd 12, 120 99 Prague 2 | Czech Republic | www.prixbohemiaradio.cz



http://www.prixbohemiaradio.cz/

Komentaf: Elena ovSem pfi pohledu na osazenstvo klubu odmitla vstoupit dovnitt.

Daniel: Zrovna tam jen sedi a hraji, ale vétsinou, kdyz jsem tam nakukoval, tak tam nikdo nesedél a
vSichni jen chodili nékam dozadu.

Elena: Kdyz vidim tyhle dva kluky tak tam prosté nejdu.
Daniel: A proc, proc, pro¢?

Elena: Vypadali dost nebezpecné.

Daniel: Takze si to myslis taky? Takze, takze...

Elena: No, tihle, ti ano. Jestli tam chodi néjaci studenti, tak OK. Oni potfebuji misto, kde se budou
schazet, samozrejmé se jim styskd po domové, potrebuji byt v té své diaspore, a tak. Ale tihle dva
vlbec nezapadli do toho, co jsi mi popisoval. Tak mozna...

Daniel: Kdo to muzZe byt?

Elena: To... [Septem] nevim. Né&jaci mafidni. [smich]
Daniel: Takze mQj strach je na misté?

Elena: No, vis co? Ja se takovych klukd bojim i v Rusku.
[echo velké mistnosti]

Moderator: Dalsi otdzka z publika?

Komentaf: V ramci srpnovych vzpominek na sovétskou okupaci jsem se zucastnil predndsky na téma
,Vztahy Cechl a Rusd“. Tam mé zajimal zejména pohled novinatky Petry Prochazkové, ktera prozila
v Rusku jedenact let.

Daniel: V posledni dobé se setkavam s tim, Ze je tady ¢im dal tim vic Rus(. Ja s nimi neumim
komunikovat, a kdyZ se o to snazim, tak selhdvam, protoZze ta kultura a to mysleni je mi strasné cizi.
Otazka na vas — mate pocit, Ze by v sou¢asné dobé ruska komunita méla délat vic pro sblizeni Ceska a
Ruska, nebo ceského a ruského naroda? Dékuiji.

Prochazkova: [vzdech] Tak abychom tu nemluvili hodné dlouho o ruské komunité, ruska komunita...
Komentaf: Petry Prochazkové jsem se zeptal jesté jednou v klidnéjsim prostiedi.

Prochazkova: J4 si myslim, Ze ruska komunita v Ceské republice nedéla prakticky nic pro to... nejen
pro to abychom se navzajem pochopili, ale ani abychom spolu komunikovali a sbliZili se. Ruska
komunita sestdva z nékolika takovych enklav... Ja se tfeba nejvic stykdm s tou novinarskou, ktera se
pohybuje kolem Radia Svoboda, cozZ je uplné vyjimecna skupina lidi, protoZe to jsou prozapadni
liberalové. Ale oni Ziji v ghettu! Oni neuméji cesky, Ziji dohromady, chodi nakupovat do ruskych
obchodd, a vlastné nemaji zajem se néjakym zptisobem szit s Ceskou republikou, proniknout do
¢eské kultury a rozumét Cechim. J4 si myslim, Ze je to jakési védomi az sebevédomi velkého néroda,

ktery
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Commentary: Elena, looking at the customers of the club, refused to enter.

Daniel: They are just sitting around and gaming unlike other times when | tried to peek inside.
Nobody sat around, everyone just headed further in the back.

Elena: When | see these two guys | don’t feel like going inside.
Daniel: And why, why, why?

Elena: They seemed rather dangerous.

Daniel: So do you think the same? So, so...

Elena: Well, these, these are. Perhaps if students go to the club, then okay. They need a place to get
together, they must be feeling homesick, they need to be in their diaspora. But these two don’t fit
your description. Perhaps...

Daniel: Who could they be?
Elena: That’s... [whispers] what | don’t know. Some mafiosos. [laughter]
Daniel: So my concerns aren’t that misplaced?

Elena: You know what? I'd be afraid of these guys even in Russia.

[FX echo of a large room]
Host: Another question from the audience?

Commentary: Within the August events to remember the Soviet invasion | attended a talk on the
“Czech-Russian relations”. | was primarily interested in the view of Petra Prochazkov3, journalist who
lived in Russia for eleven years.

Daniel: Lately I’'ve noticed a growing presence of Russians. | am unable to communicate with them,
when | try | fail because their culture and thinking is genuinely strange to me. The question is — do
you think the Russian community should try harder to bring the Czech Republic and Russia, or the
Czech and Russian nations closer together nowadays? Thank you.

Prochazkova: [sighs] Well, not to talk about the Russian community at length...
Commentary: | asked Petra Prochazkova again in a quieter environment.

Prochdazkova: In my opinion the Russian community in the Czech Republic does essentially nothing
for... mutual understanding or communication, let alone for bringing us closer together. The Russian
community consists of several enclaves, so to speak... Personally | am mostly in touch with the
journalistic community around the Radio Liberty, it’s a really exceptional group of people, pro-
western liberals. But they live in a ghetto! They don’t speak Czech, live a community life, shop in
Russian shops, in fact, they have no interest whatsoever to adapt to the Czech Republic, to fathom
the Czech culture and understand the Czechs.
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si historicky prisoudil jakousi misionafskou funkci. Oni se skutecné pokladaji za misionare, ktefi sifi to
lepsi. To dobré. Oni pro nas nechtéji to Spatné, oni pro nas chtéji to dobré. Ale odmitaji, abychom se
k tomu néjak vyjadrovali.

[echo velké mistnosti]

KomentaF: Na prednaice byl jeden ¢lovék — Cech, ktery se velmi nezvykle zastaval Ruska a invaze
vojsk zemi var$avské smlouvy do Ceskoslovenska v srpnu 1968.

Pan Vladimir: Velmoc mé zodpovédnost za globdlni poradek. Proto kdyz budu obéanem velmoci, tak
se na to budu divat z tohoto pohledu a nebudu vinit svoje predstavitele z toho, Ze tuhle politiku
uplatnuji.

KomentaF:Zajimalo mé pro¢ mé Cech pocit, Ze Rusko md pravo okupovat ostatni zemé a také co
maze v soucasné dobé Rusko nabidnout Cechdim.

Pan Vladimir:My jsme bohuZel nepoznali za socialismu to nejlepsi, co je v ruské kulture, nebo co je
v Rusku, a to je dobrovolnd laska k ruské literature, ktera je ovlivnéna pravoslavim. Rusky duchovni
pfistup bychom méli velmi pfijmout. Méli bychom ho pfijmout mimo jiné v kontextu toho, Ze nase
civilizace se v soucasné dobé nachazi ve veliké mordlni a hodnotové krizi, a to...

Daniel: Pro¢ mate ten pocit?
Pan Vladimir:Pro¢ mam ten pocit?
Daniel: Ja se citim naprosto svobodné a velmi dobfe v téhle spole¢nosti.

Rusofil: Tady citim trochu nekriticky postoj k sou¢asnosti. My bychom k soucasnosti méli byt kriticti.

Daniel: Rozporujete, Ze se mame v souc¢asné dobé dobre? Lépe neZ za socialismu?

Pan Vladimir:Ja vam na tuto otazku odpovim. Ja, kdyZ mi bylo osmnact, tak jsem proZzival Sametovou
revoluci. A vite, proc¢ jsme protestovali?

Daniel: Vim presné.

Pan Vladimir:Nam to bylo jedno. Komunisti — nekomunisti. My bychom protestovali proti komukoliv.
My jsme prosté chtéli protestovat.

Daniel: To ja ne. J4 jsem protestoval proti komunistiim a tfeba proti tomu, Ze mi soudruzka ucitelka
zakazovala nosit obleceni ze zapadu, ostfihala mi vlasy, protoZe jsem je mél delsi, nez ona chtéla.
Byla to zavila rusofilka, milovnice Sovétského svazu a komunismu a délala mi ze Zivota peklo. Takze ja
jsem protestoval za to, aby skoncil komunismus.

Pan Vladimir:Dobre, vy si jste jisty tim, Ze kdyby tady byl jiny reZim fizeny z Berlina nebo
Washingtonu...

Daniel: Ne. Ja nechci Zadny reZim fizeny odnikud. Ja chci svobodu a vladu téhle republiky. Ja
nepotrebuji nici cizi vladu.
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As | see it, it might be the consciousness or even the self-confidence of being a part of a great nation,
which, historically, attributed itself a missionary role. They indeed see themselves as missionaries
who dispense the better, the good. They don’t wish us ill, they wish us well. But they absolutely deny
our right to have a say.

[FX echo of a large room]

Commentary: There was a man at the event — he was Czech but, quite remarkably, backed Russia
and the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia in August 1968.

Vladimir: A superpower is responsible for the world order. Therefore, if | am a superpower citizen |
won’t blame my leaders for implementing this policy.

Commentary: | wondered why a Czech would feel that Russia has the right to occupy other countries
and also, what Russia could currently offer to Czechs.

Vladimir: Unfortunately, under the socialist regime we didn’t get to know the best of Russian culture,
or of Russia: a voluntary love for Russian literature modelled on the Orthodox religion. We should
embrace their spiritual approach. Indeed we should do so, particularly, in the context of the moral
and value crisis of our civilization, and so...

Daniel: Why do you feel so?
Vladimir: Why do | feel so?
Daniel: As for me, | feel absolutely free and really well in this society.

Russophile: | sense a somewhat uncritical attitude to the current situation. We ought to be critical of
our times.

Daniel: Do you disagree with the view that we are way better off now than in socialism?

Vladimir: Let me answer your question like this. | was eighteen when the Velvet Revolution broke
out. Do you know why we protested?

Daniel: | know it exactly.

Vladimir: We didn’t care. Communists — non-communists. We’d protest against anybody. We just
wanted to rise up.

Daniel: Not my case, then. | protested against communists, people like my comrade teacher, for
instance, who forbade me to wear western clothes, who cut my hair because it was longer than she
would have liked. She was a confirmed Russophile, an admirer of Soviet Union and communism, she
made my life hell. So | did protest to see the fall of communism.

Vladimir: Okay, are you positive a different regime controlled by Berlin or Washington would...

Daniel: No. | don’t want any alternative regime or anybody else’s control. | want freedom and
government of this republic. | don’t need any foreign government.
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Pan Vladimir: Tak to ale bohuZel v soucasné dobé taky nemame.
Daniel: Opravdu ne? TakZze nemame demokracii?

Komenta¥: Debata se zacala stacet ¢im dal vic k tématim, kterd miluji trollové na socidlnich sitich.
Evropa je v rozkladu... nemame svobodu... Zijeme pod diktatem Unie... vSechno ovladaji nadnarodni
spolecnosti a USA... JenZe problém je v tom, Ze ti, ktefi nejvic kritizuji Evropskou unii a Spojené staty,
Casto nenabizeji Zddnou alternativu. Nikdo nemUze fict, Ze v Rusku se Zije l1épe, nez v Evropé. A urcité
tam neni vic svobody, neZ u nas.

Pan Vladimir:...tomu se nefika svoboda ani volny trh.

Daniel: Takhle — ja vdm mockrat dékuji za limonadu, ja vdm mockrat dékuji za rozhovor...
Pan Vladimir:Nemate zac¢. Nashledanou!

[1kHz pipanec]

[zvuk ulice]

Daniel: Je v Rusku svoboda?

Komentar: Alexej.

Alexej:Eee... Ja bych rekl, Zze ano. Jestli ty chces byt svobodnym, ty tam budes.

Daniel: Budu ti oponovat.

Alexej: Ano?

Daniel: M(iZe$ byt oteviené gay, v Moskvé?

Alexej: Reknu tak — ja myslim, Ze jesté zaleZi na tom, co znamena pro gaye byt , otevieny gay“.
ProtoZe jestli ty tam chces chodit v boa, s ddmskym oble¢enim a takovym chovanim, ja bych to
nedoporucoval byt takhle otevienym gayem.

Daniel: A tady je hranice svobody?

Alexej: Jo. Hranice svobody nejen u gayU. Jsou to hranice svobody i u naturalnich [heterosexudlnich]
lidi. Ze taky nemusi$ délat véechno, co chces. Napfiklad — mdme v Rusku hodné zvitat bez domova.

Daniel: Aha.
Alexej: Mame pro né domy, ale je jich malo.

Daniel: Takze kdyZ udélas protest za to, aby bylo vic utulk( pro opusténa zvirata, tak je to za hranici
svobody?

Alexej: Jo. To uzZ zacina byt trosku... J4 bych nefekl, Ze to je problém, ale zacina to byt trosku
nekomfortni pro stat. ProtoZe stat zacina jako: ,,Hele, my vime, Ze mame s tim problém. My
nechceme vidét tady Zadny protest. Proc délate konflikt? No, prosté pfijdou policajti a feknou ti jako
,V klidu to tady ukoncete, protoZe to nema smysl a plijdeme domu“.
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Vladimir: Unluckily, that’s not what we have now either.
Daniel: Do we not? Don’t we have democracy then?

Commentary: The discussion continued with popular topics of trolls on social networks. Europe is in
decay... we have no freedom... we live under the EU’s dictate... multinational companies and the USA
control everything... but the problem is the biggest critics of the EU and USA often fail to come up
with an alternative. Nobody can say that people are better off in Russia than in Europe. And
certainly, people aren’t freer there.

Vladimir: ...that’s not called freedom or free market.

Daniel: Now —thank you very much for the lemonade and for the conversation...
Vladimir: No problem. Bye!

[1kHz beep]

[FX street]

Daniel: Is there freedom in Russia?

Commentary: Alexei.

Alexei: Eee... I'd say there is. If you want to feel free there, you can.
Daniel: I'll try to oppose.

Alexei: Alright?

Daniel: Can you be openly gay, in Moscow?

Alexei: Let me put it like this — | think it also depends on what it means to be openly gay. If you want
to wear feather boa, women’s clothes and show such manners, | wouldn’t recommend being this

openly gay.
Daniel: Does this mark the limits of freedom?

Alexei: Yeah. The limits of freedom not only for gays. These are the limits of freedom for natural
[heterosexual] individuals, too. You needn’t be doing everything you can think of. Take this —we
have a lot of homeless animals in Russia.

Daniel: Yeah.
Alexei: We've got shelters for them but only few.
Daniel: So if you organise a protest for more animal shelters it’s beyond the limits of freedom?

Alexei: Exactly. It starts to be a bit... | wouldn’t say it’s a problem but it starts to be a little
uncomfortable for the state. Because the state would argue: “Hey, we know it’s an issue. We don’t
want to see any protests. Why would you provoke a conflict? Well, the policemen would come and
say like “end it, peacefully, ‘cause there’s no point, go home”.

Prix Bohemia Radio | Vinohradskd 12, 120 99 Prague 2 | Czech Republic | www.prixbohemiaradio.cz



http://www.prixbohemiaradio.cz/

[tikot hodin]
Komentai: Terapie, druhé sezeni.

Daniel: Prichazim ted na to, Zze nejvétsi problém, ktery v tom vSem citim, je rozpor mezi svobodou a
nesvobodou. Ta represe svobody, svobodného vyjadfovani, tam porad probiha. Jak mGzou ti lidé
fungovat? Nebo... MoZna to vibec neni o téch lidech. MoZna je to opravdu jen kvili tomu, Ze ti lidé
mi pripominaji tu nesvobodu, kterou ta jejich zemé reprezentuje.

Psycholozka: To mUZu trochu parafrazovat. Vy tam mate i néjaké traumatické zazitky. Dejme tomu to
ostiithani vlast [odkasle si] a vlastné i jako dité jste citil, Ze ,,Mraz prichazi z Kremlu” [zndma kniha o
udalostech Ceskoslovenské okupace v roce 1968], a vlastné do dneska, kdyz se s tim Ruskem a s tim
Kremlem v jakékoli podobé potkate, tak ty traumata se oZivuji. Nebo tak néjak.

Daniel: Hm.

Honza: Ja jsem chtél fict jesté jednu duleZitou véc, kterou je treba pochopit.
Komentai: Honza.

Honza: A to je prosté Utrpeni. To je nikdy nevyicenad vlastnost, kterou ma kazdy Rus v sobé hluboce
zakorenénou. Tam se porad Ceka, ze bude lip. A je tam prdvé vSude ta strasna tézkost. Ale kdyz byly
prazdné obchody, tak stejné ti lidé to Rusko milovali, jen si fikali ,,ted to jesté vydrzime a jednou to
bude dobré!”, vis? A tohle je podle mé zédkladni mindset kazdého Rusa. VSechno vydrzime, my
vydrzime vSechno a jednou to prinese néjaké ovoce.

Daniel: Kdy bude v Rusku dobfe?
Honza: Nikdy.
Daniel: Myslis, Ze pfijde nékdy doba, kdy bude v Rusku tak dobfe, Ze se tam budes chtit vratit?

Alexej: Ne. Ne. Ne. Kdyby v Rusku bylo lip, byl bych Stastny, protoZe by moje Rodina byla
spokojenéjsi. Moje Rodina, moje sestra, ktera ma dceru, by méli taky normalni Zivot, ale ja bych se
tam nevratil.

[tikot hodin]

Daniel: ,Jasnég, ja se o tu empatii snazim. Ale UplIné ji necitim. ProtoZe ja tu bolest a tu téZkost
vnimam jako néco negativniho. A mam pocit, Ze to neni zrovna moc dobré importni zboZi. To jsou ty
véci, které kdyz posloucham, tak z toho mam jen smutek. Jen ten rusky Zal. Ale ja ho nechci. J4 ho po
nich nechci. Dobfe, mzZu mit soucit, bézny lidsky soucit, a i kdyZ néjaky smutek a utrpeni v obou téch
narodech byl, nebo je, tak to zrovna neni nic, co by se dalo sdilet. Zvlast kdyz si vtom nechceme
hovét.

[zvuk ulice]
Daniel: Mas pocit, Ze soucasna politicka garnitura néjak usnadriuje Rustim vstup do Evropy skrz

Cesko?
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[FX a clock ticking]
Commentary: Therapy, the second session.

Daniel: I've recently come to realize that the major issue is the contradiction between freedom and
the lack of it. The suppression of freedom, freedom of expression, it’s still happening. How can the
people come to terms with that? Or... perhaps it’s not about the people at all. The people might just
remind me of the lack of freedom their country represents.

Psychologist: | can rephrase it a little. You’ve got some traumatic experience there. Say, cutting your
hair [clears her throat] and in fact, even as a child you felt that “The Frost Comes From the Kremlin“
[a well-known book on the occupation of Czechoslovakia in 1968], and probably even today, any hint
of Russia or the Kremlin evokes the traumas again, sort of.

Daniel: Hm.
Honza: | wanted to mention another crucial thing which you need to understand.
Commentary: Honza.

Honza: And that’s Suffering. It’s an unspoken, but a deep-seated trait of every Russian. In Russia, you
always wait for better times to come. The unbearable heaviness is omnipresent there. Despite empty
shops people loved Russia and kept saying “let’s take it a little longer, one day it will be fine!“, you
know? | suppose this is the basic mind-set of every Russian. We'll take anything and one day it will
bear fruit.

Daniel: When will Russia see better days?

Honza: Never.

Daniel: Would you go back to Russia if life there got better?

Alexei: No. No. No. I'd be happy to see it improve because I'd know that my family is happy. My
family, my sister who has a daughter, they too will have a normal life. But | wouldn’t return.

[FX a clock ticking]

Daniel: “Of course | try to have empathy for them. But | don’t feel it. | see the pain and heaviness as
something negative. | don’t think it’s adequate imported goods. These things fill you with greater
sadness when you only listen to them. The Russian grief. But | don’t want it. | don’t ask them for it.
Alright, | can feel sympathy for them, general human sympathy, and although some sadness and
suffering was, or is, present in both nations it’s not a thing we should necessarily share. Especially if
we don’t want to indulge in it.

[FX street]

Daniel: Do you think the current political establishment makes it easier for Russians to get to Europe
through the Czech Republic?
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Honza: Urcité jo. Dfiv to byl ndroény proces. Viza, a vSechno tohleto. A ted' mam pocit, Ze to fakt
davaji kazdému. | ten pfiliv co vidim je velky, jenom turist(. Mam pocit, Ze kdyZ jdesS dneska do
centra, zejména v lété, tak je to takova mensi ruska vesnice. Urcité si myslim, Ze to spojitost ma.

Daniel: Kolik mGze byt v Rusku gay(?

Alexej: Kolik?

Komentaf: Alexe;j.

Alexej: Hodné!

Daniel: Jestli to jsou Ctyfi procenta populace, a populace je...
[cinknuti zvonu kostela]

Alexej: To urcité nebudou Ctyfi procenta, to urcité bude vic.
Daniel: No, ale kdybychom chtéli [pouZit odhad]...

Alexej: Sto Ctyricet ¢tyfi milion(.

Daniel: 144.000.000 a z toho 4%...

Alexej: Pét milionl sedm set Sedesat tisic ¢lovék.

Petra Prochazkova: Myslim si, Ze RusU uZ je tady tolik, zvlasté v nékterych ¢astech Prahy, tam jich Zije
opravdu hodné... tak si myslim, Ze to jde v tom osobnim jednani, na té osobni Urovni. Jednak, je to
jasné, musime spolu jednat jako rovny s rovnym a pokusit se zbavit téch predsudkd. On v nas ten
predsudek je. On v nas je opravnéné. Ale zajimavé je, Ze Némci s ndmi také neméli vidy idylické
vztahy, ba vlastné bych fekla, Ze jesté horsi, kdyz sahneme dal do historie. A pfesto si myslim, Ze tady
se ten vztah v mnohém narovnal. Jeden z divodu proc¢ tomu tak je, je ta schopnost Némc( k pokani.
Opravdu. Oni se kaji dodnes, omluvili se uz tisickrat, ale toho Rusové nejsou schopni. A ja myslim, ze
to je to, co nam vadi.

Artom: Pfijde mi troSku zvlastni...
Komenta¥: Artom.

Artom: ...obecné to chovani Cech(l. Podle mé to jsou dvojité standardy. Nacistické Némecko udélalo
mnohem vic, mnohem horsich véci, ale pfitom Cesko se chce kamaradit s Némeckem a chce byt
soucasti Némecka...

Daniel: No, soucasti ne. Oni se omluvili, opakované...

Artom: No pravé, to je trosku vtipné. Ze jde jenom o omluvu.
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Honza: Certainly. It used to be a complicated process. Visa and all the red tape. Now almost
everybody is granted a visa. The influx is massive, of tourists alone. When you go in the centre,
especially in the summer, it feels like a small Russian village. There must be some connection.

Daniel: How many gays could there be in Russia?

Alexei: How many?

Commentary: Alexei.

Alexei: A lot!

Daniel: If we’re talking about four per cent of the population, and the population is...
[FX a church bell rings]

Alexei: It won’t be only four per cent, it must be more...

Daniel: Right, but if we need an estimate...

Alexei: One hundred and forty-four million.

Daniel: 144.000.000, out of which 4% makes...

Alexei: Five million seven hundred and sixty thousand men.

Petra Prochazkova: | figure there are too many Russians, loads of them live especially in some
Prague neighbourhoods ... | think it can work in face-to-face encounters, on a personal level. Firstly,
we must treat each other as equals, obviously, and overcome our prejudices. Because we are
prejudiced. Justifiably prejudiced. Interestingly enough, we haven’t had idyllic relations with
Germans either, perhaps we were on worse terms if | go back in history. And yet | think the
relationship has been improved in many aspects. One of the reasons is the German ability to show
repentance. Really. They’ve been apologetic to this day, they’ve said sorry a thousand times unlike
the Russians who are incapable to do it. This annoys us, | suppose.

Artyom: It’s a bit strange to me...
Commentary: Artyom.

Artyom: ...the Czech attitude in general. It seems to me they have double standards. The Nazi
Germany committed more dreadful things, and still, the Czech Republic wants to be friends with
Germany, even a part of it...

Daniel: Well, not a part of it. They apologised, repeatedly...

Artyom: Exactly, that’s a little funny. That it comes down to apologies only.
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Komentaf: Terapie. Posledni sezeni.

Psycholozka: To, jak sdm sebe vnimate, to jaké hodnoty mate a jaké chcete vyznavat, je pro vas
hodné dulezité. A pfipada mi, Ze ti Rusové vdam mozna zrcadli néco, z ¢eho mate sam u sebe hrizu.
Néco, s ¢im byste mohl byt identifikovany.

Daniel: No... To znamen3, Ze bych se mél dostat k tomu, abych pochopil co mi konkrétné zrcadli a co
je ta soucdst mné, kterou se bojim prijmout?

Psycholozka: Ne, Ze byste se bal, ale kterd je vam tak proti srsti, Ze ji nechcete pfijmout. Tfeba — taky
jsem nékdy protivny... Tfeba nejste, protoZe vy si na to davate pozor. Ale nékde tam to soucdsti
kultury je.

Daniel: Mné to privadi k tomu, co jsem prozival v té Anglii, kdyZ bylo referendum o Brexitu.
Vzpominka/retrospektiva:ImmigrationfromEuropewashigherthanpreviouslythought.

Daniel: Hodné téch lidi mélo nepfijemnou zkusenost s lidmi z vychodni Evropy pravé pro tu jejich
hrubost.

Vzpominka/retrospektiva:Would | like to closetheborders? I’dlike to havethemregulated.

Daniel: Praveé proto, Ze Vychodoevropané nemaji potiebu se socializovat, Zit komunitni Zivot,
navazovat sousedské vztahy a pomdhat si. Oni jedou na svém...

Vzpominka/retrospektiva:Youcan't just keeppilingpeopleintoour country.

Daniel: Oni s ndmi maji stejny problém, ktery ja tady mam ted's témi Rusy. A i ten Brexit, to
referendum kdyzZ probihalo, tak na mé mélo strasné negativni dopad. Ja jsem to opravdu velmi silné
psychicky proZival, protoZe jsem si uvédomil, Ze jsem soucasti néjakého celku, ktery je nenavidény.

Vzpominka/retrospektiva: British people have voted to leave the European Union.

[aplaus do ztracena]

Prochazkova: Jednak si mysli, Ze to souZziti [s Rusy] chce ¢as. Za druhé bych se toho tak nebala.
Doufam, Ze tady mame dobré tajné sluzby, které vyselektuji opravdu ta bezpecnostni rizika, nebo to
ulejvani penéz a prani penéz tady u nas — to samoziejmé je Uplné jina véc. Ale my mame to Stésti, Ze
tady je spiS ta bohatsi stfedni vrstva a studenti. Tam si myslim, Ze mGZeme néjakou spolec¢nou fec
najit.

Komentai:Béhem posledniho sezeni mi to doslo. To, Ze nesnasim Rusy, neni jen pfedavana historicka
zku$enost Cechdl, ale mozna i vliv nacionalistické agendy a rezignace na slusnost, které jsem zaZival v
poslednich letech v Anglii.
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Commentary: Therapy. The last session.

Psychologist: The way you see yourself, which values you have and foster, is incredibly important to
you. To my mind, the Russians only mirror something which scares you inside. Something you might
get identified with.

Daniel: | see... Does it mean | should grasp what exactly it reflects, what this scary and unacceptable
part of me actually is?

Psychologist: It's not that you’re scared, you chafe at it and won’t accept it. Take this — being
annoying at times... Perhaps you are not because you are extremely careful about that. But
somewhere it’s a part of the culture.

Daniel: It takes me back to what | experienced in England at the time of the Brexit vote.
Memory/in retrospect: Immigration from Europe was higher than previously thought.

Daniel: A lot of people had unpleasant experience with Eastern Europeans just because of their
rudeness.

Memory/in retrospect: Would | like to close the borders? I'd like to have them regulated.

Daniel: Eastern Europeans don’t need to socialise, live a community life, build good-neighbour
relationships or help each other. They just mind their own...

Memory/in retrospect: You can’t just keep piling people into our country.

Daniel: They’ve got the same issue with us as | am now facing with Russians back home. The Brexit
vote alone had a terribly negative impact on me. | lived out those days taking it too seriously because
| realized | was a part of a hated group.

Memory/in retrospect: British people have voted to leave the European Union.

[FX fading applause]

Prochazkova: Firstly, the coexistence [with Russians] will take some time, | suppose. Secondly, |
wouldn’t be so afraid of it. | believe our secret services are efficient enough to identify real security
risks: salting money away or money laundering in our country — that’s clearly a completely different
thing. Luckily, our country attracts richer Russian middle class and students. There’s a way to find
common ground, | think.

Commentary: During my last session it finally dawned on me. The fact | couldn’t stand Russians was
not only a historical experience passed on by generations of Czechs. It may also have been influenced
by the nationalist agenda and decrease of general politeness in England in the last couple of years.
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| kdyZ mdm pocit, Ze jsem jako Cech v pravu nemit rad Rusy, nechci preddvat tuhle nevraZivost dal. |
kdyz jsem presvédceny, Ze ne kazdy Rus k nam pfichazi v miru a s dobrymi imysly, nechci podle toho
soudit vSechny.

A pak je tu dalsi véc. Oteviena nenavist. A mUj xenofobni status na Facebooku, ktery ziskal asi 150
lajkli a pod ktery dalSich asi Ctyficet lidi pripsalo néjaky ten hejt. Ten status se po témér roce dostal
na zed Honzy, se kterym jsem se béhem natdcéeni skamaradil. Ten mi pak napsal tohle:

Zprava od Honzy:, Ty, a celd ta debata jsou tak toxicky nechutny! Pardon, prosim nepouZivej nic, co
jsem ti fekl. ProtoZe jsi evidentné nic nepochopil. A dost mé urdzi, Ze se o sobé vyjadrujes jako o
xenofobovi. S tim béz fakt Uplné do hajzlu. Ty jsi nedostaval evidentné do drzky za néco, za co
nemUzes. Nashle, a nejsem rad, Ze jsme se potkali.”

Komentai:Projekt Ma soukroma rusofobie, trval skoro rok. Bylo na ¢ase ho ukoncit poslednim
rozhovorem. A omluvou.

[atmosféra ulice]

Daniel: Nasral jsem té.
Honza: No, hodné.

Daniel: Sorry. Co té nastvalo?

Honza: V prvni fadé to, Ze se prohlasujes$ za xenofoba. Obecné. At uz je to proti Rusim nebo ne.
Myslim, Ze kdyZ v sobé clovék néco takového citi, tak s tim musi za kaZzdou cenu bojovat. Asi bych to
nedaval na odiv. ProtoZe to neni véc, kterou by se ¢lovék mél chlubit. A jesté jak jsi to néjakym
zpGsobem kontextualizoval tim textem, tak mé to fakt stragné vytocilo. Ze je to a7 takhle nepratelsky.
Ja jsem se svym zpUsobem vylekal.

Daniel: [mI¢i]

Honza: Nemit rad — OK, chapu. Ale nendvidét? To je pro mé pak tak, Ze se musim vymezit Uplné
stejné a nenavidét tu druhou stranu, svym zplsobem, v tomhle kontextu.

Daniel: Ja se ti za to omlouvam. Ja jsem se diky tomu ptikladu, ktery jsi mi dal, uvédomil jak to boli.
Jak je to vlastné vainy. Ja jsem diky tomuhle projektu, nebo diky tomuhle dokumentu zjistil, Ze to,
¢eho se bojim — ta moje rusofobie — neni o narodu, ale je o nesvobodé, kterou pro mé ten narod
reprezentuje. Ja se v tu chvili mGZu potykat s tim strachem Uplné na jiné trovni. Ze vlastné vidim ty
lidi jen jako symboly a nevidim je jako nepratele.

[ticho]

Daniel: A to je cely. TakZe jesté jednou se ti omlouvam. ProtozZe to je fakt asi hnusny a uz takovy
statusy psat nebudu.

Honza: [smich] OK, tak jo. Beru.
Daniel: Tak jo. To je asi cely.

[1kHz pipanec]
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Being a Czech, | feel | have the right to dislike Russians but | don’t want to stir up further animosity. |
am still convinced that not every Russian comes to our country with peaceful and good intentions
but | don’t want to judge everyone through the prism of it.

And then there’s another thing. Open hatred. My xenophobic Facebook status got 150 likes and
made other 40 people add a hate comment of their own. Almost a year on, the status got to the
Facebook wall of Honza with whom | became friends when working on the documentary. He wrote
this message to me:

Message from Honza: “You and that whole debate are so toxically disgusting! Excuse me, but please
do not use anything of what | told you. Obviously, you’ve understood little or nothing. By the way, |
am really outraged to hear you call yourself a xenophobe. | mean, sod off. They didn’t beat the shit
out of you for something which was not your fault, did they? Bye, | really regret meeting you. “

Commentary: The project My Personal Russophobia went on for a year. It was time to wind it up
with the last interview.

[FX street]

Daniel: | pissed you off.

Honza: To put it mildly.

Daniel: Sorry. What exactly pissed you off?

Honza: Primarily, you calling yourself a xenophobe. In general. Be it against Russians or not. | believe
that if you start feeling it inside you must fight it at any cost. If | were you | wouldn’t flaunt it like
that. It’s not a thing to show off with. Then, in the context of the post, it pissed me terribly off. Such a
degree of hostility. In a way, | got scared.

Daniel: [keeps silent]

Honza: To dislike — OK, | get it. But to hate? As a response, | am forced to define myself and, likewise,
hate the other side, | mean in that context, in that way.

Daniel: | do apologise. Thanks to your example | realised how much it hurts. How serious it actually
is. This project or this documentary helped me find out that what | am afraid of — my Russophobia - is
not about a nation, but about the lack of freedom which the nation represents to me. It enables me
to fight my fears on a different level. | can view the people as symbols only, | don’t see them as
enemies.

[silence]

Daniel: And that’s it. Once again, | apologise. You are right, it’s mean. | won’t post any similar
statuses anymore.

Honza: [laughter] Okay, alright. | take your word for it.
Daniel: Right. That’s it then.

[1kHz beep]
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