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SYNOPSIS

Jak se dluzi sen

Na dluzich stoji naSe ekonomika a skrze puUjcky se formuji nase Zivotni cesty. O pUjckach
koncicich exekucemi ¢i o lichvarskych praktikdach soukromych firem a bank toho bylo
napsano a nato¢eno mnoho. Terezu Reichovou ale zajimalo, co se déje s ¢lovékem ve chuili,
kdy se zadluZi. Rozhlasovy dokument Jak se dluzi sen — skrze vlastni pfibéh autorky a zazitky
blizkého okoli — zkoum3, co se déje s psychikou ¢lovéka kdyz si vezme pujcku.

How to owe a dream

Our economy is built on debt and our life paths are formed through loans. There has been
much written and recorded about loans that end in bankruptcy and usury practices of
private banks or firms. Tereza Reichova was however interested in what happens to a person
in the moment when he sinks into debt. The radio documentary entitled How to owe a
dream, based on the author's and her close surroundings' experience, examines what
happens to a person psychologically when he gets a loan.
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lezeni po Zelezném zebriku
Zofka: Tak pojd’ mami!
Autorka: Ja jdu, ale trochu se bojim. Jisti§ mé&? Nevi$ pro¢ tu mame zZebfik?
Zofka: ($epté) To uz jsem fikala.
Autorka: ProtozZe tady budou schody jednou.
Zofka: Protoze tady budou schody jednou.
Autorka: Ale jesté tu nejsou.

Zofka: Ale jesté tu nejsou. Ale tady bude moje mama, tata, Léta a Eda tady spat. A ja
budu spét v tamhletom pokoji a tady je koupelna a vana a umyvadlo a zachod.

Autorka: Jak se dluzi sen. Dokument Terezy Reichové
hudba

Autorka: Méla jsem Stésti. Po pradédovi se nasi rodiné v devadesatych letech
objevil obrovsky dim, dim rodina prodala, penize rozdélila a ja dostala byt. Byt
vyreSil leta mého vysokoSkolského studovani a prvni léta naseho rodinného
hnizdéni. Ale byt je byt a neni dim. A tak stavime barak. Samoziejmé se zahradou.
Dékovali jsme vSemu, Ze na rozdil od mnohych se nemusime zadluzit a jdeme za
svym snem... No ale stejné jsme trochu se zadluzili ... S dluhy pfiSel strach, nejistota
z budoucna a spousty otazek jak to zvladaji ostatni.

chuze chodbou s ozvénou
Autorka: Zazvoni$ ty?
zvonek
Autorka: Hele Mazina.
tlapky psa na parketach
oteviraji se dvere.
Autorka: Ahoj Veru.
Veronika: Cau holky.
Autorka: Nakonec jsme obé dvé, protoze Lotka neusla v koCarku podle planu.

krik ditéte
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climbing up a metal ladder

Zofka: Come on, mom!

Author: I'm coming, but I'm a little scared. Are you securing me? Do
you know why we have a ladder here?

Zofka: (whispers) | already told you.

Author: Because one day there will be stairs here.
Zofka: Because there will be stairs here one day.
Author: But they aren’t here yet.

Zofka: But they aren’t here yet. And this is where my mom, dad, Léta
and Eda will sleep. And I'm going to sleep in that room there, and
here’s a bathroom and a tub and a sink and a toilet.

Author: How to Owe a Dream. A documentary by Tereza Reichova.
Music

Author: | was lucky. My great-grandfather’s huge house was
discovered in the nineties, our family sold the house and divided the
money among us all and | got an apartment. That apartment solved
my university years and the first years of our family settling down. But
an apartment is an apartment, and not a house. And so we’re building
a house. With a backyard, of course. We were so thankful that as
opposed to many other people, we don’t have to go into debt and
we're following our dream... but we had to go into debt a little bit...
and with the debt came fear, uncertainty of the future and so many
guestions of how does everyone else do it.

walking down the hallway with an echo
Author: Will you ring the bell?
ringing the doorbell
Author: Hey Mazina.

sound of a dog walking on hardwood floors
the door opens

Author: Hi Veru.

Veronika: Hi girls.

Author: It's both of us after all, because Lotka didn’t fall asleep in her
stroller as planned.

sound of a screaming child
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Autorka: Takze natacet budeme dohromady.
Veronika: Terezko, stavim na kavu? Das si?
Autorka: Super. A kde jsou vSichni?

Veronika: Jachym je vzal na pololetni prazdniny déti do lesa. Jeli do Brd. Takze zitra
budu odpocCivat a uklizet

mleti mlynku na kavu

Autorka: Jsem u Verky. Moje Svagrova bydli s rodinou v malym utulnym bytecku, na
ktery si i pfes dost nizké pfijmy vzali pfed Sesti lety hypotéku.

Veronika: Pfiznam se ti, Ze ten prvni rok byl naro€nej na komunikaci, protoze jsme
na sebe byli jako vzajemné nastvany a jeden hazel na druhyho? Zato mazes ty, dyt
mame akorat dluhy. Ty chce$ tamhleto, to zapomer! Protoze Jachym hraje na
nastroje takze se zamiluje do néjaky kytary a ted fekne : ,no a na to nemam® zas a je
naprdlej. Ale ted’ uz se to posunulo, Ze se mi vstava tak néjak lip a fikam si, ze tak jak
bysme né&kde platili najem. Tak to tak prosté& beru. Ten uplnej zagatek je naroénej. Ze
mas pred sebou hrozné moc let. Si fikas, jeziS ja polovinu svyho Zivota budu splacet
dluh. ProtoZe jsem si hypotéku vzali kdyZz nam bylo 30 a mas pfed sebou, Ze do 55.
Ha! To uz budu babicka! Protoze v ty dobé je to pfedstava pul zZivota. ... Ted uz se to
ukrajuje. Téch prvinch 5 se pfehoupne a mas pocit, Ze se néco ukrojilo a uz se
dokaze$ zasmat vtipu vecer u pivka, uz jen dvacet.

Autorka: Co by se muselo stat abyste litovali toho Ze jste do ty hypotéky §li?

Veronika : Ja si myslim Terezko, ja jako honé feSim nas vztah. Vis, ze kdyby se
zmeénil natolik, Ze bysme spolu z néjakyho duvodu nechtéli bejt, tak jak to jakoby
fesit, protoZze porad mysli§ na déti, Zejo mas dvé a nechce$ aby byly postaveny pfed
hotovou véc. Hele my s tatou musime ten byt prodat a nic nam skoro nezbyde, takze
oba budem bydlet v néjakym 1 kk. Vy se rozpllte nebo se domluvte. Jako takovyhle
véci mne napadaj. Jako tohle je pro mne strasak, jakoZze nebudeme my dva spolu,
protoZze sam by to podle mne ani jeden nezvladl to utahnout. Protoze uplné se vsim
ten byt vyjde na 16tis a podle mne je to fakt hodné. A kdyby zlstal jeden a ten druhej
by mu mél pomahat néjak financné, protoZe si myslim, Ze oba jsme spolu proZili
dostate¢né dost véci na to abychom dokazali spolu vZdycky komunikovat at’ se stane
co se stane. Tak prosté muselo by se to vyfeSit prodejem. A kdyz to prodas tak ti
zbyde vlastné hrozné malo. Protoze musi$ zaplatit tu hypotéku a my mame splaceno
zatim jen ty uroky. My mame splaceno z ty dluzny cCastky zatim jen 150 tisic. Ten
zbytek jsou ty uroky, ktery platis v bance ....
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Author: So we’ll just record all together.
Veronika: Terezka, shall | make some coffee? Will you have some?
Author: Great. Where is everyone?

Veronika: Jachym took the kids to the woods for their half-term
vacation. They went to Brdy. So tomorrow I'll be relaxing and cleaning.

sound of a coffee grinder

Author: I'm at Verka’s. My sister-in-law and her family live in a cute
little apartment that they got a mortgage for six years ago despite their
low income.

Veronika: I'll admit that the first year was not easy for our
communication, because we were both sort of mad at each other,
throwing the blame on the other person. It's your fault, all we have is
debts. You want that? Forget about it! Because Jachym plays musical
instruments so he always falls in love with some guitar and then says,
“and | can’t afford that”, and he’s angry again. But things have
improved and | have an easier time waking up now, and | always say
to myself, well we’d be paying rent somewhere anyway. That’s how |
look at it. The very beginning is hard. When you have so many years
ahead of you. And you tell yourself, "God, I'll be paying this off for half
of my life. Because we got the mortgage when we were thirty and we’ll
be paying it off until we’re 55. Ha! I'll be a grandma by then! Because
you look at it as half your life at that point... but time is moving along
now. The first five years go by and you feel that a chunk is paid off and
you can joke over beers at night that you only have twenty more years
left to pay the mortgage off".

Author: What would have to happen for you to regret getting the
mortgage?

Veronika: Terezka, | think | just analyze our relationship a lot. You
know, if it changed enough where we didn’t want to be together
anymore, we’d somehow have to deal with everything, because you
have to think about the kids, you know, you have two and you don’t
want them to be faced with a done deal. Hey, dad and | have to sell
the apartment and we won’t have anything left, so we’ll both have to
live in a studio apartment. The two of you can split yourselves in half
or decide what you want to do. It’s things like this that | think about.
That’s what scares me, that the two of us won’t be together anymore,
because neither one of us would be able to handle this on our own.
Because everything included, the apartment comes out to about CZK
16,000 and | think that’s really a lot. If only one of us was left then the
other one should help financially, because we’ve experienced a lot
together so we should always be able to communicate no matter what
happens. The only thing that would solve everything would be if we
sold the apartment. And when you sell, you're really left with very little.
Because you have to pay off the mortgage and we’ve only paid off the
interest so far. From what we owe, we’ve only paid off CZK 150,000.
The rest is the interest you pay to the bank...
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Autorka: pét let platite jenom uroky?

Veronika: Vlastné hrozné dlouho trva, protoze ta prvni fixaCni doba je vlastné na to
abys zaplatila tu fixaci a to Ze ti vibec puj€ili ten urok. ProtoZze my jsme si museli na
ten byt pujcit vSechno vis. My jsme neméli jako moc nasetfeno, takZze t&ch mojich par
tisic to bylo tak na nabytek a pujcili jsme si 100procent na ten byt. TakZe pro nas byla
vlastné hodné nevyhodna ta pujcka. Takze ten byt preplatime asi o 300 tisic. Tak
spis feSim ty vztahy. Jako jestli kdyz se néco zamava u nas jak to pak resit.

brecici dité
Autorka: Loto dobry? Chces ji vzit??? ... Chces k teté?

Veronika: Ale vi$ co je taky zvlastni véc? Moment? U kazdy ty hypotéky té jako
natladej do Zivotniho pojisténi a pfitom jsem zjistila ted po péti letech kdyz jsme
museli zménit tu fixaci, t& natlaCej do Zivotniho pojisténi. A ja tim, Ze jsem byla
nemocna, tak mé ho nedali a rovnou fekli: jéé vy jste méla karcinom, tak to byste
meéla hrozné drahy, tak my pojistime manzela a paradoxné Jachym je hrozné zdravej
Clovék, on skoro nechodi k doktorovi, malo kdy mu néco je. KdyZ mu néco je tak mu
udélam €aj s medem a za dva dny je v pohodé. Tak Jachymovi ja, protoZze on to
nechtél, protoze on mi fek: jezi$ ty furt plasis ja budu zdravej a ja: ne co kdyby se ti
néco nedej boze ty chudacku néco stalo, tak ja mu platim to Zivotni pojiSténi a oni to
po urcity dobé skontaktujou a chtéj ti vnutit pro né vyhodnéjSi produkt. Jachymovi
platim Castku 600k¢ a ted jsme byli po péti letech zménit tu fixaci aby nam to zase
néjakou dobu nezvySovali a neménili a hned mi tam nabidli strasné skvély
pfipojisténi, Zze kdyby naaahodou Jachym jako kytarista ... ViS jak jako védi jo... si
néco udélal s rukou a nemohl hrat tak dlouhodobé by mu davali 70 procent jeho
platu. A ted to vis ja ... AA chudak Jachym co kdyby se mu néco takovyho stalo, tak
jo. Ale pak mi pfislo po tom co jsme pfedhovofili a pfipravili, protoZe tam byl se mnou
Jachym, jakoze ano zménime zivotni pojisténi, tak ti pfijde, Ze je to jednou tolik a ty si
doma teprve prectes, Zze to vibec nepotifebuje$ a to je hrozné tézky, z toho se pak
hrozné blbé vykrucuje. A pak je dalSi véc, kdy si rozmysliS cokoliv dalSiho drazsiho si
koupit. Vis ja jsem si musela koupit auto, protoze se mi rozbilo a do prace mi autobus
nejede, a i kdyz jsem délala hrdinku, Ze budu jezdit do prace na kole, tak jsem jela
jednou. Protoze je ti fakt hodné do kopce a nechce se mi takhle kazdy rano, kdyz tam
mam bejt v Sest. No a zase ho mam na dluh. Jo. ProtozZe jsem nedokazala pfi tom
splaceni uSetfit penize, tak jsem si musela zase pujcit, ale to byla nastésti ¢astka
kterou mi mohli pajcit nasi.
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Author: It takes five years just to pay off the interest?

Veronika: It basically takes a very long time, because the first fixed
amount of time is there so you pay off that fixed amount and the fact
that they even gave you the mortgage at that rate. Because, you
know, we had to borrow everything for the apartment. We didn’t really
have a lot saved up, so my couple of thousand was for furniture, and
we borrowed 100% for the apartment. So for us, it was not a very
advantageous mortgage. We'll overpay the apartment by about CZK
300,000. So I deal with the relationship more. Like, if something
happens to us, how we’ll then deal with it.

crying child

Author: Lota, you ok? Do you want me to pick you up? ... Do you
want auntie to hold you?

Veronika: You know what’s strange too? What moment? With every
mortgage, they force you into life insurance. And because | was sick,
they didn’t give it to me and just said: you had a carcinogen, it would
be very expensive for you, so we’ll insure your husband. Funnily
enough, Jachym is a very healthy person, he barely goes to the
doctor, and isn’t sick very often. Whenever he does feel sick, | make
him a cup of tea with honey and in two days he’s all better! So
because he didn’t want to do it, | pay for his life insurance, and of
course after a certain amount of time they contact you and want to
force you to get a better product from them. | pay CZK 600 for Jachym
and we recently went back after five years to change the fixed time so
that they don’t raise and change it and of course they immediately
offered me this amazing new insurance, apparently just in case
Jachym as a guitarist hurts his hand and can’t play long term, they
would give him seventy percent of his income. And you know me...
and poor Jachym, what if something like that happened to him, yeah
ok. And then, because Jachym was there with me, | started thinking,
ok we’ll change our life insurance, and you think about how much it is,
and it's not until you get home when you read that you actually don’t
need it at all and you realize it's double what you thought and it’s very
difficult to get out of it. And then the other thing is that you really
guestion whether to buy anything else expensive. You know, | had to
buy a car because mine broke and there isn’t a bus that | can take to
work, and even though | tried to be all tough and say I'll ride my bike, |
only did that once. Because it’s really uphill and | just don’t feel like
doing that when | have to be at work at six in the morning. And | had to
take another loan our for that. Because | wasn’t able to save up any
money while paying off the mortgage, so | had to take out another
loan, but luckily it was an amount that my parents were able to loan
me.
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Autorka: no ty fikas, Ze to je tim, Ze mate nizSi platy, ty lidi co maj vysSi platy ty by si
zas koupili ten domecek tfeba

Veronika: To je pravda, to by méli zase vysSi splatku. To je pravda. Ja si myslim, Ze
je to fakt o hospodarnosti, Jachym umi dejme tomu tak abych to nevédéla usetfit
détem na krouzky, ale ja nedokazu uSetfit nic.

Autorka: Ty si nastoupila do prace kdes nebyla tak Stastna a kvili tomu dluhu si tam
byla a chovala se néjak jinak.

Veronika: podminka toho aby ti dali viibec hypotéku, coz mi pfijde trochu jako takova
Sikana v uvozovkach, je, Ze mas smlouvu na dobu neurditou. Ze si zaméstnana.
Kdyz chce$ 100%. A ja jsem tenkrat neméla smlouvu na dobu neurcitou, protoze
jsem zacinala, uplné s praci po matefsky, ja ani nedostudovala Skolu, takze pro mé
byl i risk poprosit o tuhle praci a musela jsem pani fiditelku hned postavit pfed véc
jako, Ze ji slibuju, Ze tam zustanu kdyz mi da tuhletu smlouvu, coz ona pro mne
udélala, protoze o mne stala, ale ona zase méla podminku, Ze ja si dodélam Skolu.
Ja jsem tam pak chodila rok s odporem s tim, Ze ja tady mam smlouvu na dobu
neurcitou a v tom pfipadé mdzu v pohodé fungovat, protoze se o tu praci nemusim
az tak bat a to je vastné taky naivni pfedstava ke ktery pak dojdes, Ze je jedno jestli
mas smlouvu na rok, na neurcito. Ja jsem ji potfebovala v ten moment k podepsani
ty smlouvy, to proslo, klaplo a uz je mi to jedno.

Autorka: jA mam kamarada, kterej Sel zadat o praci a fikal, ze se ho zeptali na tom
pfijmacim pohovoru jestli ma hypotéku. A on Fekl, Ze nema, a oni Ze ho nemuzou
pfijmout, protoze preferujou lidi s hypotékou. A on si strasné lamal hlavu tim pro€ to
takhle je a pak mu do$lo, Ze jako zaméstnanec je loajalni. Ze maj tfeba jistotu, Ze
kdyz ti tam ten Clovék nastoupi ...

Veronika: ... ze kdyz ma hypotéku, ze ti tam zUstane.
Autorka: A asi se nebude jako ..

Veronika: To ti teda feknu, to mé teda prekvapuje. Nesetkala jsem se osobné ja s
tim, ale kdyz to takhle fikas, tak mi to pfijde hrozné logicky. Nepfijde mi to jako vibec
hezky ale i bych dokazala toho zaméstnavatele pochopit v tom, Ze si pfesné bude
myslet, Ze mu tam ten Clovék zlstane. Ja jsem se vlastné setkala, to jsem ti nefekla,
tady v ty Skolce kde jsem dala vypovéd. Jsem prosté odeSla a nechala jsem je tam
na pospas tém kolegynim s kteryma jsem si zas tak uplné nerozuméla. No a kdyz
jsem odchazela tak mi pfesné tohle tak jak si to fekla tak mi tohlefekla nase pani
hospodarka a Uéetni. Jako uvédomuje$ si Ze mas hypotéku? Ze jesté prileze$ s
prosikem? A ja jsem se jako smala a fikam jako nepfilezu, protozZe ja to dam i bez
toho.

10
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Author: So you say it's because you have lower salaries, the people
who earn more money, they would probably buy a house

Veronika: That’s true, they would then have higher payments. That’s
true. | really think it's about budgeting. Without me knowing, Jachym is
able to save something for the kids’ activities, but I'm not able to save
anything.

Author: You started a job where you weren’t happy but you stayed
because of the debit.

Veronika: One of the conditions of getting the mortgage, which | kind
of think is a little bit of bullying, was that you had an indefinite work
contract. That you’re employed. When you want to borrow 100%. And
at the time, | didn’t have a contract that was indefinite, because | was
starting a brand new job after maternity leave. | didn’t even finish
school, so it was a risk for me to even ask for this job and | had to
present it very clearly to the director there, tell her that | promise her
that I'll stay there if she gives me this contract, which she did because
she wanted me, but her condition was that | finish my degree. So for a
year | went there despite not wanting to, because | had an indefinite
contract and so | thought | could just relax because | didn’t have to
worry about losing the job, which is of course naive, because it doesn’t
matter whether you have a contract for a year or indefinitely. | needed
the contract at that moment when | was signing the mortgage, that
worked out so | don’t really care anymore.

Author: | have a friend who had a job interview, and they asked him
at the interview whether he has a mortgage. He said he doesn’t, and
they said they can’t hire him because they prefer people who have
one. He couldn’t figure out what the reason was, and then he figured
out it was because they wanted loyal employees. That maybe they
have a feeling of security that if that person starts working there...

Veronika: ... that if he has a mortgage, he’ll stay there.
Author: And he won't, like...

Veronika: I'll tell you, that really surprises me. I've never seen that
happen, but when you describe it now, it seems very logical to me. It
doesn’t seem very nice to me but | can almost understand the
employer, that he thinks that person will stay there. Actually maybe |
have seen it, | didn’t tell you about this, at that preschool where | used
to work. | just left and left all those coworkers | didn’t get along with.
And when | was leaving, this is exactly what the accountant there told
me. Like, do you realize that you have a mortgage? That you’ll come
back begging? And | laughed and said | won't, that I'll be able to
handle it without this.
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hudba

Autorka: PUjCili jsme si od kamarada prvnich par desitek tisic. MUZzeme je splatit kdy
chceme a ja vidim jak se proménil maj vztah k praci. Na kazdy potencionalni vydélek
koukam jako na kofist, kterou bychom mohli umofit kousek dluhu. To, Ze jsme si praci
vybirali podle toho jestli bude uziteCna pro okoli se stava minulosti. Dim se finiSuje.
PdjCujeme se si od mé mamy. Odchazet ma pét let pravidelna splatka. Sice mala, ale
je tam. Jen se ji na to zeptat mne stalo spoustu nervl a nejistot. Trochu se v tom
placame a nejsme si jisti, jestli to za to stoji. Téma dluhu se stane nasim béznym
konverzacnim tématem. Ukazuje se, ze s dluhem ma svou zkuSenost skoro kazdy.

bouchani kladiv na stavbé
Autorka: Zdravim. Dobrej.
Autorka: (dorikava komentar) VCetné tesaru, ktefi nam dum stavi.
Mila: Ahoj!
Autorka: Ahoj, budete koncit, protoze prsi co?
Mila: Ne.
Autorka: Vy pracujete i v desti? Zdravim, dobry den.

bouchani kladiv na stavbé

Autorka: S Milou jsme se seznamili pfed nékolika lety. Nakonec to byl on kdo nam
barak postavil. Stavi svUj vlastni dim kousek od nas a mél ho mit hotovy davno pred
tim nasim.

Mila: No nepovedlo se to z nékolika divodl. Jednak prosté stavebni Fizeni je véc
prosté hrozné sloZita coz jsme do ty doby nevédéli a kdo asi to nezaZil tak to
nepochopi, takze tim se nam to protahlo. Samoziejmé jsme chtéli bejt bez dluhd, bez
hypotéky, naky uUspory jsme méli, ale pochopili jsme, kdyz se udéla podrobnej
rozpocCet stavby, ze to prosté nestaci. To bylo prosté, ja nevim, nékolik veceru, prosté
nad tim debatuje$ jo, jeden vecCer, druhej vecer, tfeti vecer, tejden, uz té z toho boli
hlava a uz nevis co, tak prosté nechame to odlezet Zejo, za tejden zase sme se k
tomu vratili, zase sme to probirali prosté ze vSech stran, jaky sou moznosti. Takze
prvni faze byla kamosi, znami, pu€ime si jo, nechceme banku...Ale prosté nenasel se
nikdo kdo by nam prosté pucil tolik kolik jsme potfebovali na dobu, kterou jsme
potfebovali, takze jsme byli nuceny teda jit do banky...coz taky nebylo jednoduchy,
protoZze jsem OSVC, Zivnostnik a banky nerady pudujou Zivnostnikim myho typu
zejo, takze dalSi problém. No a nakonec po pulronich sezenich a feSenich jsme
feSeni nasli. Nasli jsme banku, ktera byla ochotna nam puijcit.
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music

Author: We borrowed the first few tens of thousands from a friend.
We can pay it off whenever we want and | can see how my attiude to
work changed. | look at every potential income as something we
could use to get rid of some of the debt. The days of when we used to
choose a job based on whether it would be good for others are gone.
The house is being finished. We’re borrowing some money from my
mom. It'll be five years of regular payments. They’ll be small but they’ll
be there. Just to ask her caused me so much stress and uncertainty.
We’re not really sure whether it's worth it. The topic of debt will
become a normal topic of conversation. It turns out that almost
everyone has experience with debt.

sound of hammers at the building site
Author: Hello. Hi.
Author: (finishing her comment) Including the carpenters who are
building the house.
Mila: Hi!
Author: Hi! You'll be finishing up because it’s raining, right?
Mila: No.
Author: You work in the rain? Hello, hi.

sound of hammers at the building site

Author: | met Mila a couple of years ago. And in the end it's been him
who has been building our house. He’s building his own house not too
far from us, he was supposed to have that done a long time before
ours.

Mila: We weren’t able to finish it because of several reasons. First of
all, construction management is a very complicated thing, which we
didn’t know, and if you haven’t experienced it you won’t understand it,
so that really extended things. Of course we wanted to do it without
any loans or a mortgage, we had some savings, but when we did a
detailed budget for the construction, we realized it wasn’t enough. It
was, | don’t know, a couple evenings, just talking about it, you know,
one evening, another evening, a third evening, a week, then you start
getting a headache and you don’t know what to do anymore so we just
let it be for a while. A week later we returned to it, we looked at it from
all angles and tried to figure out all our options. The first phase was
our friends, acquaintances, we’ll borrow some money, we don’t want
to use the bank... but we couldn’t find anyone who could loan us as
much as we needed for as long as we needed, so we were forced to
go to the bank... which wasn’t easy either because | am self-
employed, and banks don’t like to lend money to people like me who
are self-employed, so you know, another problem. So in the end, after
half a year of meetings and trying to find a solution, we found one. We
found a bank that was willing to lend us the money.
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Autoka: Ale vy jste bydleli tam, ne. Kde stavite?
Mila: My sme bydleli vtom domecku Zejo.
Autorka: Ten je jak velkej?

Mila: Ten je pétadvacetmetrli CtvereCnich. To byla valstné jedina mozZna stavba,
kterou sem mohl postavit abychom tam mohli jakoby bydlet.

Autorka: A jak dlouho ste si mysleli, ze tam budete bydlet a realné toho €asu ste tam
bydleli?

Mila: No nakonec sme tam skondili..to bude Sesta zima tedka.
Autorka: Tam bydlite Sest let vtom domecku?

Mila: Sest let.

Autorka: A vaSe pavodni predstava byla?

Mila: No tak ja nevim,rok dva nez se to vyresi...takze my sme tak jako otupéli v tom,
Ze prosté umime Cekat.

Autorka: Kolik si mezi tim postavil jinejch doma pro jiny lidi?

Mila: No tak defacto kdyZ vezmu Sest let a za rok postavime tfi domy tfeba, tak
osmnact dom tfeba jako.

Autorka: A co vas vztah, jestli se mizu takhle zeptat?

Mila: Nas vztah.. no tak jako prvni velka provérka bylo to dité, ten Vasik nas,
zezCatku to bylo dost narocny, ale myslim si, Ze sme to ustali, mysleli sme si Zejo, Ze
uz nic hor$iho nas nemuaze potkat Zejo...a to sme se mylili, dal$i prosté zkouska byla
pfiprava na stavbu domu a pak stavba domu, to bylo asi to uplné nejhorsi.

Autorka: V ¢em to bylo nejhorsi?

Mila: No tim,ze sem to délal svépomoci, tak ja sem prosté vesSkerej ¢as a veskerou
energii vénoval ty stavbé a rodina prosté pro mé neexistovala. J&4 sem posté vecer
priSel domu, tam bylo naky jidlo, ja ho snédl a prosté sem odpadl. Nebo sem jesté
musel objednavat nakej material na dalSi dny, takZze s rodinou sem se defacto tak
jako vidél,ale to bylo vSechno. A to bylo asi to nejhorsi teda co nas potkalo. Byly tam
néjaky takovy boufe troSku, ale myslim si, Ze sme to taky nak doufam preckali a ted
sme ve stavu, ze diim stoji, doladujou se vnitiky, detaily a uz jakoby vime, Ze letos se
nastéhujem, takze to nas jakoby drzi v klidu.
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Author: But you were living there, where you are building?
Mila: We lived in the little house.
Author: How big is it?

Mila: It's twenty-five squared metres. It was the only construction |
could build where we could also sort of live.

Author: And how long did you think you were going to live there and
realistically how long did you stay there for?

Mila: In the end we’ve been there for... this will be the sixth winter.
Author: You've been at the house for six years?

Mila: Six years.

Author: And your original estimate was?

Mila:l don’t know, a year or two until everything was resolved... we
just figured out that we know how to wait.

Author: How many other houses have you built for other people in the
meantime?

Mila: Well if we take the six years, we build about three houses a
year, then that’s about eighteen houses.

Author: And what about your relationship, if | can ask?

Mila: Our relationship... well the first big test was the child, our Vasik,
it was quite demanding at the beginning and we thought that nothing
worse could come... and of course, we were wrong, the next big test
was getting ready for building the house and then the construction of
the house, that was probably the absolute worst.

Author: How was that the worst?

Mila: Well because | was doing it by myself, | was spending all my
time and energy on the house, and the family just didn’t exist for me. |
came home in the evening, there was some food there, | ate it and just
collapsed. Or | had to order some materials for the following couple
days, so | saw my family but that was about it. And that was probably
the worst thing that ever happened to us. We had some storms there,
but we weathered them somehow, and now we are at the point where
the house is up, they are finishing up the inside and the details and we
sort of know that we’ll be moving this year, so that kind of keeps us
calm.
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Autorka: Dokazes si predstavit co se stane, az se tam nastéhujete?

Mila: Co se stane, az se nastéhujem? Myslim si, Ze se stane to,ze si kazdej prosté
zalezeme do toho svyho pokoji¢ku nebo do ty ¢asti toho domu a budeme si umét od
sebe odpocinout, ale kdyz budeme chtit tak se prosté dole sejdeme v ty kuchyni a
bude to hezky jako v domecku. Ale problém domecku je ten, ze neni uniku, musis
odejit nékam ven nebo prosté pryc.

Autorka: Myslis, Ze se néco proméni kdyz vlastné pracuje$ pro ten dluh a ne pro ty
uspory?

Mila: No hodné sem o tom pfemejslel, hodné sme to feSili a sem jako z rodiny, ktera
si nikdy nic nepucila jo a byl sem v tom vychovavanej jo..prosté nejdfiv si vydélavej a
pak si to kup, ¢im jsem se teda doposavad fidil, ale s tim domem sme prosté
pochopil, Ze to prosté nejde...to bychom prosté byli v tom domecku a tfeba bychom
se rozvedli, takZze sme Sel prosté cestou nejmensiho odporu a fekl sem si, Ze teda do
ty hypotéky pudeme.

Autorka: Dokazes si predstavit okamzik, kdy by sis fikal, Ze to nebyl dobrej napad?
Co by se muselo stat?

Mila: Co by se muselo stat? Nevim. Myslim si to pofad, Ze to je dobrej napad a
pofad doufam, Ze ty penize nak pfijdou. Budto je vydélam nebo prosté..mize tam
bejt i to dédictvi nakonec, pro€ ne a ze se toho zbavime.

Autorka: No u mé se to spojuje, ze kdyz jsem $la tfeba za mamou tak jsem se citila
jako vina kdybych si méla pujcit ty penize a cejtila jsem, Ze to s tou moji psychikou
hrozné zamavalo

Mila: No ten pocit mam taky, protoze fikam, byl jsem vychovavanej nepucovat si a
prosté to vnimam jako néjaky selhani nebo hfich nebo prohfesek. Ty prosté nemas a
chces pujcit.

Autorka: A pfitom to je jakoby ten prvotni pud ochranit tu rodinu. Vi$ to najednou
musi$ uplné zkratit a zuzit ten okruh toho tvého zajmu.

Mila: Prosté ten pocit, no to je prosté strach zejo. Strach o existenci, o rodinu a
prosté strach Zejo z tebe déla nékoho jinyho, fiaky zvife, nakou zradu, ktera
najednou si chce néco urvat.

Autorka: Ja si to pfesné pamatuju, ten moment ty noci, ta nas uplné znicila, ted
hynek nebude moct délat, co bude chtit, ja uz nebudu moct délat, co chci, protoze my
fakt jedeme...ja sem diky tomu, Ze sem méla to dédictvi, tak vystudovala dvé vysoky
Skoly ... (Zvuk se ztlumuje)

hudba
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Author: Can you imagine what’s gonna happen when you move
there?

Mila: What’s gonna happen when we move? | think we’ll each go to
our own room or our little space and get some rest from each other,
and when we feel like being together, we’ll meet in the kitchen and it'll
be nice there. The thing about this little house is that there is no
escape, you have to leave or go out to escape.

Author: Do you think something will change since you’re working for
the debt and not for savings?

Mila: Well, | thought about it a lot, we talked about it, I'm from a family
that never borrowed anything and that’'s how | was raised... basically,
first earn your money and then buy it, which is how I lived until now,
but with the house | just understood that it wasn’t going to work that
way... we would be in this current little house forever, maybe we
would be divorced, so | went down the road of least resistance and
said to myself that we’ll go with the mortgage.

Author: Can you imagine the moment where you would tell yourself
that it wasn’t a good idea? What would have to happen for you to think
that?

Mila: What would have to happen? | don’t know. | still think that it was
a good idea and | still hope that the money will somehow come in.
Either we make the money or... there could be an inheritance,
because why not, and we’ll be able to get rid of the mortgage.

Author: For me it all came together, like when | went to see my mom |
felt guilty when | wanted to borrow the money and | felt like it really
affected me psychologically.

Mila: | have that feeling too, because like | said, | was raised not to
borrow and | sort of see this as a failure or a sin or crime. You don’t
have and you want to borrow.

Author: Even though it's actually the first instinct to protect your
family.

Mila: It’s just that feeling, it's fear, you know. Fear regarding your
existence and family, fear changes you into a different person, into an
animal, some monster that suddenly wants to devour something.

Author: | remember it precisely, the moment that night, which
completely ruined us, now Hynek won’t be able to do what he wants, |
won’t be able to do what | want to do, because we're really
persevering... thanks to the fact that | had the inheritance, | was able
to get two university degrees... (sound is getting quieter)

music
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Autorka: Na tuhle historku nejsem vibec py$na, ale nechci ji tajit. Jedina se staram
o rozpocCet domu. Produkce a prachy jsou ma domeéna. Hynek zas tvrdé na stavbé
dife abychom usetfili za profesionaly. Téhotenstvi se mnou mava a tak délam Casto
chyby. Tu mi v excelu ulitne fadek, tu se copy paste nepovede. A takhle v jednu rano
zjistim, ze mi rozpocet ulitl o tfista tisic. Nenavidim se. Znicila jsem rodinu.

Jsem Clovék co nema moc vztah k penézim. Néjaké pfijdou, tak si je uziju. Kdyz
Zadné nejsou, tak se taky nehroutim. Ale to jen do dvou do rana té noci.

Béhem zoufalého pfemysleni co dal, se odnékud se vyloupne myslenka dluhu vagi
mne. Ne do koruny férové rozdéleného dédictvi.i Béhem dvou hodin jsem
presvédCena, Zze mi rodina musi penize vyrovnat. A ja budu tak hodna, Ze budu chtit
jen ftfista tisic. Usinam a rano jsem si opravdu jista, ze mam na penize od rodiny
narok a rozhodnuta se chystam dluh va¢i mne narokovat. Tedy dokud nezjistim, Zze k
Zadnému omylu v rozpoctu nedoslo.

Dotedka to ve mné lezi. Vlibec nevim kde se to ve mne vzalo. Ucitila jsem totalni
proménu me osoby.

bouchani kladiv na stavbé
Pavel: Ono to jesté neni v navigaci.

Autorka: Pavel je dalSi tesaf co déla u nas na stavbé. Pomaha Hynkovi oblozit stény
a chvali nas Zze nemame hypotéku. Skrz svoji zkuSenost se totiz snazi lidi
systematicky odlakat od pujcek.

Pavel: Ja sem si nejdfiv s moji bejvalou pfitelkyni vzal napll hypotéku na byt za
milion dvé sté tisic, a kdyz uz nam to klapalo, normalné jsme chodili do prace a
normalné jsme to platili, protoze to nebylo zas az tak vysoky (vlastné by nas to stalo
stejné jako najem nékde jinde) normalné jsme fungovali, nebyl problém. Pak pfisel
napad, Zze by se nam libilo otevfit si vinarniCku néjakou kavarnicku...To byl krasnej
napad, ja se nemusel tak pachnit, jA sem pracoval ve skladu jako skladnik, ona
pracovala na recepci nékde a taky to prosté nebylo uplné vono....Vzdyt bychom se
mohli udélat pro sebe... A ted jsme méli znamyho, ten zrovna mél takovou vinarnic¢ku
a fikal, ja vam ji pfenecham za naky odstupny, je to zabé&hnuty, vydélavame tolik a
tolik...Jestli ty penize mate, tak proC byste si...Nojo, samoziejmé jsme ho tak uplné
nezasvécovali do toho, Ze si na to pujCujeme, protoze mozna kdyby to stary praktik
védél, tak by nas tfeba varoval, tfeba nevaroval, byl by rad, ze to taky prodal...
Kazdopadné tam se pocitalo s tim, Ze Clovék je tak néjak ve svym a tak si tou
kavarniCkou, vinarni¢kou krasné vydéla na Zivobyti, nic nadstandartniho, ale prosté
tak v pohodé.
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Author: I'm not very proud of this story, but | don’t want to hide it. I'm
the only one taking care of the budget in our house. Productivity and
money are my domain. On the other hand, Hynek is working very hard
on the house so we can save some money and not have to pay
professionals. My pregnancy is affecting me so I’'m making a lot of
mistakes. | miss a line in excel, my copy -- paste fails. And that’s how
one night at one in the morning, | discovered that | messed up the
budget by CZK 300,000. | hate myself. | ruined the family.

I’'m the type of person that doesn’t have much of a relationship to
money. Some money comes in, so | enjoy it. If there isn’t any, | don’t
have a breakdown. But that was only until two in the morning that
night.

During my helpless attempt to try to figure out what to do next,
suddenly the thought of a loan creeps into my mind -- not fairly divided
inheritance. Within two hours, I'm convinced that my family owes me
the money. And I'll be so nice that I'll only want CZK 300,000. I'm
falling asleep and am seriously convinced that I’'m entitled to the
money from my family and resolutely get ready to ask for what’s owed
to me. Or at least until | find out that there was no mistake in my
budget.

It’s still on my mind until now. | don’t know how it got into me. | felt a
complete change in personality in myself.

sound of hammers at a construction site

Pavel: It's not in the navigation yet.

Author: Pavel is another carpenter working on our house. He is

helping Hynek line the walls and he’s praised us for not getting a

mortgage. Because of his own experience, he’s trying to

systematically convince people not to get loans.

Pavel: | previously took out a mortgage out with my ex-girlfriend... we went half and

half on the mortgage for an apartment that cost CZK 1,200,000 and when things
were working out and we were both working and paying it off because the payments
weren’t that high (it basically cost us as much as rent would have cost us elsewhere)
we were functioning normally, there wasn’t a problem. Then we came up with the
idea to open up a little winery or a café... That was a beautiful idea, | didn’'t have to
slave away so much, | worked in a warehouse as a warehouse attendant, she
worked at a reception desk somewhere and it just wasn’t quite right... We could
make something for ourselves... And we had a friend, he had a little winery, and he
said he would leave it to us for a small amount, it’s already up and running, we make
such and such amounts of money... If you have the money, why don’t you... Of
course we didn’t exactly tell him we would borrow money for it, because maybe if an
experienced guy like him heard that, he would warn us, or maybe he wouldn’t, and he
would just be glad he sold it... Either way, it was just assumed that if you work for
yourself and have a little café or winery you can make a beautiful living, nothing
extravagant, but a comfortable living.
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Ale ve chvili, kdy se tam dalo to, Ze tam vlastné krom energii a nakupu do ty
kavarnicky taky platime ten dluh mésiéni splatkou...tak to bylo tak jako na knap.
Vlastné jsme ji méli jenom rok nebo rok a pul a pfisli takovyty véci jakoze
ekonomicka krize a lidi zacali Setfit .No a v kavarné se to projevilo tak, Ze misto péti
lidi jeden z nich Setfil a pfisli ¢tyfi. Anebo jich pfiSlo vSech pét, ale misto péti vinek si
dali tfi, nebo tak néco. A to bylo najednou...ta kavarna byla furt pina, furt tam bylo
dost prace, jenom to tfeba nebyl zas az takovej Srumec. A upliné to stacilo na to, Ze
sem tam najednou pracoval zadarmo, protoZe to byla pfesné ta jedna dvacetina toho,
co se tam obtocilo, najednou neprobéhlo...no a najednou tam Clovék délal zadarmo a
nemoh s tim pfestat, protoze vSude byl vazanej smlouvama a ty dluhy, téch se
nemohl jen tak zbavit, leda zacit prodavat kavarnu. To prvni co ¢lovéka napadne. tak
prodam to, na co jsem si pujcil a tim to vyfeSim. Jenomze najednou to bylo obdobi,
kdy se nikdo nehrnul za¢inat délat novy podnikani nebo Ze by koupil kavarnu. A do
toho pfichazi to ,no tak se uskromnim®, prodame ten byt, vzdyt nemusime mit tak
velkej, tim poplatime tu hypotéku a néjak to vyfeSime. Nojo, jenze ten byt kdyz jsme
ho kupovali tak mél hodnotu milion dvé sté, pak jsme tak splaceli, za dva tfi roky mél
hodnotu milion Sest set tisic, Clovék si fekne, ja sme za tfi roky viatsné vydélal
Ctyfista tisic, jenomze ty byty se neprodavaly za tu cenu v dobé kdy pfiSla krize na
nasi kavarnu. V tu dobu najednou ten byt mél hodnotu milién prodejni. A kde vzit téch
dalSich dvé sté tisic, to je jednak, zvlast banka, ta to chtéla raz na raz a hlavné, ona
to chtéla az za rok, protoze ta fixace nam koncila az za rok. No byla to krize, Spatné
jsme to nesli, s pritelkyni jsme se i rozesli vtom vSem kalupu.

Autorka: Mélo to na to vliv na ten vas rozchod?

Pavel: Ja si myslim, Ze naSe souziti bylo...to k tomu trochu vedlo, my jsme byli
takovej italskej par, takze jsme se dost hadali. No a nechala mé v tom trochu koupat,
se i odstéhovala a zaCala podnikat v realitach, Ze tam urcité rychle vydéla spoustu
penéz a vSecko poplati. A mné jednou pfiSel dopis, od naky firmy co nabizi sluzby na
zakaldé toho, Ze si na katastru najde nemovisti, které sou v exekuci, lidi exekuci
postizené a tém nabizi svoje sluzby. A ja si fikam: ja pfece nemam nemovitost v
exekuci, tak jsem si doSel na katastralni ufad. Ale ano, vaSe polovina bytu je
postizena exekuci od vasi pfitelkyné bejvalé. Moje pfitelkyné se v téch realitach
strasné rychle otrkala na to, ze stihla (nikdo nevi jak) udélat dalSi dluhy, na ktery pfisli
asi milionova exekuce a pulku bytu s nékym s kym jsem predtim zil pét let, to by
Clovék necekal zejo...lidi se rizné ménéj maj rlizny pristupy, zoufaly lidi délaj zoufaly
VECi.
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But as soon as it was added in that besides paying for the electric and
supplies we were also making monthly payments on the loan... it was
useless to us. We only had it for about a year or a year and a half and
then things like the economic crisis came and people started to save
money. And how that manifested itself at the café, was that instead of
five people coming in, one decided to save the money, and only four
came in. Or all five came in but instead of five wines only had three, or
something like that. And what happened was, all of a sudden the café
was always full, there was always enough work there, but it just wasn’t
such a helter-skelter. And what was really enough, was that all of a
sudden | was working there for free, because that was exactly the
twenty percent of what was coming in, and all of a sudden it didn’t
come in... and so all of a sudden you’re working there for free and
can’t stop because your under contract everywhere you look and the
loans, you can'’t just get rid of them, unless you sell the place. The first
thing you think of is, I'll sell what | borrowed money for and that’ll solve
things. But all of a sudden, it was a time when nobody was starting
new businesses and nobody wanted to buy a café. And then you start
thinking, “so I'll cut back”, we’ll sell the apartment, we don’t have to
have such a big one, that way we’ll pay off the mortgage and
somehow we’ll solve it. But unfortunately, when we bought the
apartment it had a value of CZK 1,200,000 and we were paying that
off, and about two or three years later it was valued at about CZK
1,600,000 and so you tell yourself that you actually made four hundred
thousand, but the apartments weren’t selling for that amount when the
crisis came with our café. All of a sudden at that time the apartment
only had a selling value of about CZK 1,000,000. And where would we
come up with the additional two hundred thousand, and the bank
wanted the whole lump sum, but a year later because that’s when the
fixed mortgage period ended. That was really a crisis, we didn’t take it
well, and in all that craziness my girlfriend and | split up.

Author: Did it have an impact on your split?

Pavel: | think, our whole living together situation... it led to it a little bit,
we were sort of an Italian couple, so we argued a lot. And she really
kind of let me swim in it, she moved out and starting working in real
estate, she thought she would make a lot of money quickly and could
pay everything off. And one day | got a letter from some company that
dealt with foreclosures and offered their services to homeowners who
were going into bankruptcy. And | said to myself, but | don’t have a
house that’s going to be seized, so | went to the offices that dealt with
that. But yes, my half of the apartment was being seized because of
my ex-girlfriend. She found her way around real estate so quickly that
she somehow (nobody knows how) managed to get into more debt, so
they were coming to seize about a million’s worth including half the
apartment, because of someone | lived with for five years, you don’t
expect that you know... people change and approach things
differently, and desperate people make desperate choices.
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Trochu ten tlak téch dluhd, ktery byly vlastné spolecny, ji uvrtal do toho, Ze trochu vic
hazardovala, slibovala lidem véci, ktery jesté nemohla zarucit a podobné a najednou
se to tam néjak zamotala, né&jakej klient, kterje mél penize, tak pravdépodobné jak
jsem to pochopil dostal néjakou autohavarii, se mu pfihodila a cely se to zbofilo jak
domek z karet a najednou v tom asi litala. Kazdopadné z téhletéch dluhd jsme vyvaz
jenom tak o chlup a jako spoustu dluhi mi zbylo. Kazdopadné jsem se z toho
nesesypal, to ne, ale musel jsem pfehodnotit vSechny svy dosavadni hodnoty.

Autorka: A tak mas jako nakej zazitek, kdy tfeba fyzicky nebo psychicky...pamatujes
si jako co to znamena zit s tim dluhem?

Pavel: No kdyz priSly ty stresy, pfisli raz na raz asi béhem jednoho roku, a vypadalo
to, Ze budu nadosmrti zebrak s nakou prehnanou exekuci, se tam na tobé doopravdy
slithou jak supi, a kdybych nemél stésti hodné znamejch, ktery mi pomohli a kterjem
sem to pak postupné vratil ..no taka si bych mél dozivotni exekuci a v tu chvili sem si
myslel, Ze budu nadoZivoti vyfazenej z normalni spoleénosti. Ze se stanu nakym
vagusem co Zije ze dne na den z nakejch popelnic nebo ubytoven a budu muset
snad zahodit obCanku, aby ty miliony mi netahala ta obanka z ruky jo... Jo kdyz
nemam prosté na chleba a tfikrat denné mi prosté volaj z banky kde mam splatky pét
Sest tisic a jsou na mé hrubi a ja prosté nevim co jim an to ma fict, ze jim téch
psoseldnich pét set neadm protoze prosté chci koupit aspon néco k jidlu a oni na to
ste mél myslet, nez ste si to pucil. No tak to kdyZz sem slySel, j& sem myslel, Zze se u
toho sesypu u toho telefonu. A €lovék si mysli, ze uz je v tu chvili jejich otrokem a zZe
voni vlastngj jeho Zivot. Ale ono to tak neni. V Cechéacch se prosté za dluhy, pokud to
nejsou dluhy na alimentech, nezavira, Clovék s nestava hfiSnikem tim, ze si puci, ale
dostane se do situace, Zze nemuaze dluh vratit. Je to trochu jina logika, ale v podstaté
to, Zze ste se dostali do situace, ze nemuzete splacet svuj dluh, pokavad ste to
neudélali zamérné, a ten dluh ste si nepucovali s tim, Ze ho takhle nevratite, tak ze
ste nechtéli nikoho podvist, ale v tuhle chvili nemUzete splacet ten dluh, tak to
neznamena, ze ste se stali nesvépravnym Clovékem, se kterym si nékdo jinej muze
délat co chce. A to &lovék taky rychle zjisti. Ze kdyZz se tomu nepodda, tak vlastné
neexistujou Zadny paky, kterejma by z Clovéka opravdu otroka udélat mohli. Byly
velky moznosti jak stradit. Ze ty lidi vezmou auto, vezmou dum, vybilej ho
exekutorama, vezmou vSecko,ale na uplné zivotni minimum sahnout nemuizou a
Clovéka pfipravit o zivot nebo vo svobodu taky ne.

zvuk haly, kroky a Sevel

Autorka: Jdu udélat rozhovor se sousedem. Je v trochu jiny pozici nez ostatni co
jsem doted vyzpovidavala. On je totiz ten, ktery pUj¢ky lidem zafizoval.

Soused: Ja sem v ty bance pracoval jako bankovni poradce fyzicky osoby. Mas tam
vlastné vzdycky rozdéleny poradce pro firmy a pro spole¢nosti co jedou na i€o a pak
bankovni poradce co vlatsné vyfizujou kreditni karty, hypotéky, uvéry, pro bézny lidi
ve fyzicky osobé.
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The pressure of the debt, which was actually mutual, somehow made
her gamble a little more and she promised people things she couldn’t
guarantee and then she somehow got lost there. Some client who had
money, from what | understand, he had a car accident, and everything
fell like a house of cards and she was suddenly involved in it. Anyway,
| somehow just escaped this debt, but was left with plenty more. |
didn’t have a nervous breakdown because of it, but | had to reevaluate
my current values.

Author: So do you have a memory, maybe a psychological or physical
one, of what it was like to live in debt?

Pavel: Well when the stress came, it all came during one year, and it
felt that I'll be a beggar in bankruptcy forever. If | didn’t have lots of
friends who helped me and who | eventually paid back... | would
probably be in bankruptcy forever, and at that moment | thought |
would probably be eliminated from normal society forever. That I'll turn
into some beggar who lives day to day between trashcans and
shelters, that I'll have to get rid of my ID card so that it wouldn’t be
pulling the millions out of my hand... like when | don’t have the money
to buy bread and the bank calls me three times a day to ask where my
payments of five or six thousand are, and they are rude to me, and |
just don’t know what to say to them, that | just can’t give them the last
five hundred because | at least want to buy something to eat, and they
say you should have thought of that before you borrowed the money.
When | heard that, | thought | was going to break down on the phone.
And at that moment you begin to think that you are their slave and that
they own your life. But that’s not how it is. In the Czech Republic, you
don’t go to jail for debt unless it’s alimony debt, you don’t become a
criminal because you borrowed money and get into a situation where
you can’t pay it back. It’s slightly different logic, but the fact that you
are in a situation where you can’t pay off your debt, if you didn’t do it
intentionally with the intent of never paying the money back, and if you
didn’t do it to cheat anyone, but just can’t pay the money back, that
doesn’t mean you have become a legally incapable person, who
anyone can do anything they please with. You quickly discover that.
That if you don’t let them, there really isn’t any way that they can make
a slave out of you. There are big ways to scare you. That they’ll take
your car, your house, they’ll make the money collectors come after
you, they’ll take everything, but they can’t touch your bare minimum or
take away your life and freedom.

sound of the hallway, steps and rustle

Author: I’'m going to go and do an interview with a neighbor. He's in a
slightly different situation than the others that I've spoken to. He is the
one who secured the loans for people.

Neighbor: | worked at the bank as a bank advisor to the physical
people. You have advisors divided into two groups, those who are for
firms and companies and then bank advisors who arrange credit
cards, mortgages and loans for normal people as a physical person.
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Autorka: Jaka to byla prace vlastné, davat lidem moznost ziskat penize?

Soused: Mas moc néjakou, sediS tam za pocitaCem v kravaté s naleSténejma
botama v saku a mas moc tém lidem né&jakym zpUusobem ziskat penize na to, na co
oni potfebujou, na co oni chtéj. A ty lidi tam jdou do ty banky, protoze ty penize
potfebujou z néjakyho dlvodu, a ty mas tu moc jim to bud dat, doprat, poskytnout ,tu
Sanci se néjakym zplsobem posunout v tom Zivoté anebo ne. Je to fakt moc néjaka
no. Na jednu stranu je to teda tlak na mé za tou prepazkou, kdy ten klient chce ty
penize, a na druhé strané je tam ten tlak toho vedeni, kdy prosté ja minimalné jednou
tydné jdu na kobereCek a muj $éf fekne, hele tak ty si prodal tady prosté tfi kreditky
za meésic, ale ty bys jich mél prodat dvacet. Ty si prodal jednu hypotéku, ale mél bys
jich prodat mésicné tfeba Ctyfi/pét. ProtoZze tam banka ma naky svoje standardy a
musi vykazovat zase svymu vedeni naky svy vysledky, ty zaméstanci jsou do téch
vysledku tlaceny.

Autorka: pfemejslel si nad tim, kdyz to pak ten ¢lovék nemuze splacet?

Soused: Piemejslel a to je tak, pro€ sem tam vydrzel jen asi rok v ty praci. Protoze
neni to pfijemny, neni to pfijemny vidét, kdyZ v jednu chvili pfedemnou na ty zidli
sedi Clovék, ktery ty penize potfebuje, chce, nuti mé k tomu,abych ja ten systém
ovlivnil, aby na to dosahl, ndkym zpusobem se to teda uzavie ten obchod, odejde a v
zapéti pfijde Cloveék, kterej tam sedi a place mi, Ze potfebuje penize zase na to, aby
vykryl jinej uvér, protoZze mu chodi do jeho bytu nebo domu exekutor a zabavuje mu
véci. A v tomhlenctom tam bejt €asto, nechci fict denodenné, ale byly dny, kdy to tak
bézZelo, je hodné velkej tlak a nepfijemnej prosté na moje naky svédomi osobni a
uvédomuju si celej ten koloto€, do kteryho ja ty lidi dostavam...Do toho tlaku, do téch
neprijemnejch zivotnich situaci, ktery s téma pujckama souvisej, takze vlastné citim,
nebo jsem tou dobou citil nakej pocit viny, Ze todle pfece nemuzu délat, todle nechci
podporovat. A ty banky jsou nekompromisni, ty exekutofi prosté pfijdou, zabavujou,
ve finale to mlze rozbit celou rodinu a to ten Clovék, kterej tam sedi a chce ty penize
si vibec neuvédomuje. Neni takova vzdélanost totiz, neni takova informovanost...
Dneska uz si treba myslim, Ze tfeba na zakladnich skolach sou naky programy, ktery
vzdélavaj décka, a na stfednich Skolach urcité, o tom, co to zanmena si pujcit
penize... ale ta generace nas, tficeti / Ctyficetiletych todlencto vibec neméla a je
spousta lidi, ktery si to absolutné neuvédomujou, nemaj o tom tu gramotnost prosté
financni.

hudba

Posleni co jsme si pUjcili byli penize na dvefe. Opét par desitek tisic. Ale budou
krasny a vydrzej dlouho. Po navstévé showroomu filmy co nam je vyrobi jsme sedli
do auta a jeli domd, do ¢ernyho domecku, jak naSemu vysnénymu domu fika nase
starSi dcera. Na dalnici svitil billboard nejmenované banky s napisem poradili mi jak
si pujCit zdravéji. Pfemyslela jsem jestli viibec existuje néco takového jako zdrava
pujcka. Asi je to ta, ktera vam nekrade zdravi a opravdu vam pomuze na vasi cesté.
Ale jde bejt vlibec pfipraven na vSechny ty nastrahy?
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Author: What kind of job was it, giving people the chance to get money?

Neighbor: You have some power, you sit behind a computer wearing a
tie and polished shoes, in your suit you have the power to give the people
money for what they need it for, which is what they want it for. People
come to the bank because they need the money for some reason, and
you have the power to either give it to them, hand it to them, to help them
move forward in life. It really is some sort of power. In one sense it's
pressure on me on this side, when the client wants the money, and then
on the other side there’s pressure from above where at least once a week
my boss says to me, hey you sold three credit cards this month but you
should have sold twenty. You sold one mortgage but you should sell at
least four or five a month. Because the bank has its standards and has to
report its results to its management, so the employees are pressured to
reach those results.

Author: Did you ever think about what happens if the person can'’t pay it
back?

Neighbor: | did and that’s why | only lasted about a year at that job.
Because it doesn’t feel good, it's not great to see, when you have
someone sitting in front of you who needs the money and is forcing you to
give it to him and to influence the system so he can get the money, and
you somehow make the deal, he leaves and then all of a sudden he
comes back and is sitting there crying, saying he needs another loan to
pay off the first because the executor keeps coming back seizing his
possessions. And to be in this often, | don’t want to say every day, but
there were days where that’s what was happening, that’s serious
pressure and it was just uncomfortable for my personal conscience, and |
understood the circus that | was getting the people into... the pressure,
the uncomfortable life situations that are associated with these loans, so |
feel, or | used to feel for some time, some guilt, that this isn’t what |
should be doing, that | don’t want to support this. And the banks don’t
compromise, the executors will come, they will take your things and in the
end it can destroy your family. The people sitting there asking for the
money just don’t realize that. People are not as informed and educated
about this... Today, | think there might be some programs at schools that
educate kids, definitely in high school, they educate them about what it
means to borrow money... but our generation, the thirty and forty year
olds never learned about this and there are many people who just don’t
realize this and don’t have the financial intelligence.

music

The last thing we borrowed was money for doors. A couple tens of
thousands again. But they will be beautiful and will last for a long time.
After visiting the showroom that’s going to be making the doors for us, we
sat in the car and drove home, to the black house, as our older daughter
calls it. On the highway there was a lit up billboard with an ad for an
unnamed bank which said, they showed me how to borrow money in a
healthier way. | thought about whether something like a healthy loan even
exists. It must be the one that doesn'’t steal your health and really helps
you on your way. But is there even a way to be prepared for all the traps
along the way?
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